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Dear Friends, 

The above picture quotes Psalm 77:1-2, saying “I cry aloud to God, aloud to God and he 

will hear me. In the day of my trouble I seek the Lord” ( ESV) 

London has recently been subjected to acts of terror we never imagined to happen on our 

doorstep. Even Romford and Harold Hill have recently seen brutality and crime rise. We 

wonder: Why would God allow this to happen? 

 

The Psalmist wonders similarly: “ Has his steadfast love forever ceased? Are his       

promises at an end for all time? Has God forgotten to be Gracious? (verses 8-9 ESV).  

How can a good God tolerate so much evil in His world? The answer of the Psalmist is 

simple: he begins to weigh up all that God has done and comes up with a long list of  

wonders and of God’s sovereignty. He praises God for his goodness throughout the past 

and finishes remembering God’s ultimate act of salvation( in the Old Testament that is) : 

the freeing of the Israelites from captivity in Egypt. 

 

The novel (and recent movie) “The Shack” also addresses this question:                      

How can a good God stand by while evil things happen to His children? The answer is 

quite convincing in the narration of the story (and quoting it here briefly does not do it    

justice to the powerful message of the book): God loves all His children; none of them 

were born evil but many of them suffered the consequences of evil acts and in turn did 

things they would one day regret. If God had to punish all His children for all their evil 

deeds, how would He be able to give the death sentence to those committing the worst 

crimes?  

 

Could any father choose one of his children to be put to death?                                     

The answer is in His ultimate act of love and sacrifice: the father offered Himself in the 

place of His beloved child. God, in Jesus, suffered and died, so that the world felt that  

justice and punishment had been served. 



We live in a world which promotes a system of “cause and effect”: of “action and           

reaction”: every act quite naturally has a consequence. 

 I’m finding it fascinating to watch how our son’s, Elijah and Jeremiah are both              

discovering the wonders of “What happens when I do this?”. They are learning ( and test-

ing) their boundaries and the consequences that follow when those boundaries are 

pushed. Our society likes to define everything in life. 

We are currently, as a nation, trying to define exactly what it means to be British.        

What makes one person a good person and another person a criminal ( or even a terror-

ist)? “ It must be a mental health issue”, is often the assumption. We cannot cope with 

unexpected acts of evil. We need to explain them, punish them and ensure that a person 

does not repeat such crimes. Our whole prison—system is theoretically based on this 

idea. We like to simplify and generalise. We fail to see the bigger picture: people are not 

either sinners or saints. We all make mistakes and have made mistakes. Our ability to 

judge situations can sometimes be compromised and lead us to false conclusions. 

In this year of celebrating the quincentenary of the Reformation in Europe, I am reminded 

of Luther’s personal struggle: He was never going to be good enough for God. He was 

certain that God should condemn Him eternally as He had not obeyed all of God’s     

commands. And then Luther discovered God’s grace: not having a righteousness of my 

own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the               

righteousness form God based on faith. ( Phil 3:9, NRSV). 

God does not judge according to the laws of our world. God justifies ( that is, makes    

righteous) in the most sacrificial ways, as seen in the example of Christ’s death. 

As Christians, we have faith in God’s justice, which transcends all human concepts of   

justice. As Christians, we have a hope which transforms our lives and keeps us praising 

even when the world seems gloomy. As Christians, we believe in God’s love which bears 

all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things (1cor 13:7)  

 

There is a hope that lifts my weary head, 

A consolation strong against despair,  

That when the world has plunged me in its deepest pit, 

I find a Saviour there! 

Through present sufferings, future's fear, 

He whispers ‘courage’ in my ear. For I am safe in everlasting arms, 

And they will lead me home.” 

      (Stuart Townend & Mark Edwards©2007 Thank you Music) 

 

Let us continue to praise God. Let us attempt to be witnesses of His love and let us point 

to the eternal hope we have through Christ. 

With love & God’s blessings, 
Dorothee 

 



 Sunday 2nd 11:15am Tim Banks 

Thursday 6th 9:30am Foodbank, Coffee & Conversation, Church 

Library time 

Saturday 8th 2pm Brian’s Treasure Hunt meet at the Church   

followed by a BBQ at the Bakers. 

 

 

Sunday 9th    

11:15am Roger Whipp  

Followed by Refreshments   

6:30pm Heaton Way - Revd. Dorothee Büürma   

 Evening Communion   

Tuesday 11th 7pm Elders Meeting 

Wednesday 12th 2pm Wednesday Fellowship Lunch 

Thursday 13th 9:30am Foodbank, Coffee & Conversation, Church 

Library time 

Sunday 16th 11:15am Holy Communion — Revd. Ann Woodhurst 

New Elders Induction 

Communion Table  - Dianne 

Thursday 20th  9:30pm Foodbank, Coffee & Conversation, Church 

Library time 

Sunday 23rd 11:15am Revd. Dorothee Büürma   

Thursday 27th  9:30pm Foodbank, Coffee & Conversation, Church 

Library time 

Sunday 30th 11:15am Revd. Ann Woodhurst 

CHURCH  DIARY JULY 



 Thursday 3rd 9.30am        Foodbank, Coffee & Conversation, Church 

Library time 

Sunday 6th 11:15am The Elders 

Thursday 10th 9:30am Foodbank, Coffee & Conversation, Church 

Library time 

Sunday 13th    11:15am Tim Banks—Followed by Refreshments  

kindly made by Janet & Elaine 

Thursday 17th 9:30am Foodbank, Coffee & Conversation, Church 

Library time 

Saturday 19th 10.30am Coffee Morning 

Sunday 20th 11:15am Holy Communion — Revd. Dorothee 

Büürma   

Communion Table  - Angela 

Thursday 24th  9:30pm Foodbank, Coffee & Conversation, Church 

Library time 

Sunday 27th 11:15am Roger Whipp 

Thursday 31st 9:30pm Foodbank, Coffee & Conversation, Church 

Library time 

Sunday 3rd  

September 

11:15am Sarah Deamer Followed by Refreshments   

Please note this change.   Refreshments will take place after the      

service on the first Sunday of every month from September 

2017. 

CHURCH  DIARY AUGUST 



Worship Themes July, August, September 

The Junior Church are using different teaching guides for each age group 

and the themes listed below are based  on the Lectionary and will possibly 

be used  by those leading our worship.  

July 2, 2017 
 

Genesis 22:1-14 
 
Psalm 13 

Romans 6:12-23 Matthew 10:40-42 

 
July 9, 2017 
 

Genesis 24:34-38, 
42-49, 58-67 
 
Psalm 45:10-17 
or 
Song of Solomon 
2:8-13 

Romans 7:15-25a Matthew 11:16-19, 
25-30 

 
July 16, 2017 
 

Genesis 25:19-34 
 
Psalm 119:105-112 

Romans 8:1-11 Matthew 13:1-9, 18
-23 

 
July 23, 2017 
 

Genesis 28:10-19a 
 
Psalm 139:1-12, 23
-24 

Romans 8:12-25 Matthew 13:24-30, 
36-43 

 
July 30, 2017 
 

Genesis 29:15-28 
 
Psalm 105:1-11, 
45b 
or 

Romans 8:26-39 Matthew 13:31-33, 
44-52 

 
August 6, 2017 
 

Genesis 32:22-31 
 
Psalm 17:1-7, 15 

Romans 9:1-5 Matthew 14:13-21 

 
August 13, 2017 
 

Genesis 37:1-4, 12-
28 
 
Psalm 105: 1-6, 16-
22, 45b 

Romans 10:5-15 Matthew 14:22-33 

 
August 20, 2017 
 

Genesis 45:1-15 
 
Psalm 133 

Romans 11:1-2a, 
29-32 

Matthew 15: (10-
20), 21-28 

 
August 27, 2017 
 

Exodus 1:8-2:10 
 
Psalm 124 

Romans 12:1-8 Matthew 16:13-20 

 
September 3, 2017 
 

Exodus 3:1-15 
 
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-
26, 45b 

Romans 12:9-21 Matthew 16:21-28 
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Peter Baker’s opening Devotions at the Church meeting 
 

Dear God, What’s going on in the world? How many times has that cry 
gone out recently? Manchester, Westminster, Borough Market, Brussels, 
Paris... It’s all your fault. If you were a true God you wouldn’t let it happen... 
But you do! Why? Because you gave us free will and the right to decide 
our own future. When the world was at its worst you were angry and       
decided enough was enough and the rains came down. You couldn't        
entirely start again and you saved the animals and a spark of human    
kindness. You said you wouldn’t do that again and you haven’t but what 
have we done with your world? 
 
Whenever there has been a disaster on whatever scale, from one person 
being hurt or thousands being killed or made homeless, another cry has 
gone out, “God help.... Help me,.... Help them....,  help us!” So many times 
those same people who blame you, turn to you, perhaps without realising 
or meaning it.  
 
Look at the messages of support for the Manchester victims and see how 
many say “ Thank God... You’re safe,... You’re home...you’re not badly hurt. 
It seems that those who do not have a faith having nothing to say. Who do 
they thank? 
 
So much wrong is done in the name of religion but not in ‘Your Name’. We 
interpret your word and unfortunately it is easy to say “ You said, an eye for 
an eye” or “Look at all the death and destruction in the Bible?” but this is 
still what man has written.  
 
Unless we have our own personal conversation with God and understand 
His reply we will continue to be influenced by others. We have to make up 
our own minds. Help us to open our ears and our hearts to hear what you 
have to say. As was recently said in this Church, “We have two ears and 
one mouth, so we can listen harder than answer back.” 
 
May all that we do here and in the wider world be for the good of man, 
black, white, Christian, Jew , Muslim, Sheikh and if we are to believe the 
scientists who claim to have discovered other Earth like planets, whatever 
they speak or believe.  Will there ever be peace on Earth? I can’t see it but 
we must never stop believing or trying. So we say to you “ God help us” 
Amen. 
 
We then read James 2 v1-7 



WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP 

 14th June 

Our meeting today was led by Barbara Huntley from Marks Gate Baptist 
Church, who brought two of her congregation with her. Following the    
recent heavy rain their Church suffered considerable damage with lots of 
water to be bailed out! This led Barbara to talk about Noah and the ark, 
including a quiz. We sang some choruses, had bible readings relating to 
Noah, and News from the Pews. 

 

Our next meeting will be on July 12th when we will be meeting for lunch 
as this will be the last one until September. 

Angela 

The Treasurers bit. 
Offertories during May 

                      cash             envelopes           total 

7th                16                    255                   271 

14th              10                    221                   231 

21st              16                    221                   237 

28th              25                   142                    167 

 

Average offertory  226.50               total for month    906 

The total spent on investigating the crack in the Church and subsequent 
drain replacement was £2980. We have spent £140 on replacing chair 
feet to prevent damage to the refurbished hall floor (which cost just    
under £2000), and gas heater maintenance cost £335. The recent 
Christian Aid Appeal and Christian Aid Week raised £338. Accurate gas 
and electricity meter readings indicate we are £35 in debt for gas and 
£500 in debt for electricity. The monthly payments total £270 and have 
increased by £75. Our energy charges have increased by 20%. Whilst 
we have not increased our hall hire rates since 2016, it will be          
necessary to make some changes next year. 

David Saggers 



   

10.30-10.40:  Sunday Morning  

Private Prayers in the Quiet Room 

[Quiet time of reflection before the service  

as the leaders go into the Quiet Room] 

Can you help please...? 

We require a volunteer to become Pulpit Secretary.  

This would entail arranging who comes and preaches 

each Sunday. 
 

You do not need to be an Elder to do this and the only equipment you 

need is a telephone (or a computer) so it can be done from the       

comfort of your own home. 
 

If you would like more information regarding helping with this please 

speak to any Elder. 

Marks Gate Baptist Church  

invite you to their  

Mini– Mart & High Tea  

on Thursday July 27th  

2-4pm      High Tea 

( sandwiches + cream tea)   

         Will be £3 

Also there will be many items for sale. 

Pleshey Retreat Quiet Day 2018 
 

A date for your dairy for next year. The Quiet Day at Pleshey has been 
booked for  Tuesday 29th May 2018. The day will cost approximately 

£20.Thanks. Roger Gayler. 



Nimo’s Story - Somalia on the brink of famine 

Martin: “I have sponsored over 25 children in the 27 years that I have been an              
ambassador for World Vision. They really make a difference and are the largest      
Christian children's relief agency in the world, sponsoring over 1.5 million children. World 
Vision started from one man's vision, Bob Pierce. As an ambassador, I wanted to use 
The Heath to show some of the work they do.”  

Somalia’s landscape has progressively turned drier and dustier over the past 
months, and with delayed and erratic rains for the second year, rivers have dried 
up across the country. Plants and trees – many people’s only   access to food – 
have also succumbed to the scorching sun.  

Nimo, a 30-year-old mother of two whose husband died several years ago, has 
watched many of her neighbours leave. “Prices in the markets are peaking and 
most families have no access to food and clean water. That’s why they leave, in 
search for a better, more fertile area. I don’t know if they will find it. Often it is 
more difficult in rural areas to survive and people       migrate to the cities,” she 
explains. “I don’t know what I would do with my family, if we didn’t receive World 
Vision’s help.” 

Over 6.7 million people, more than half of the population of Somalia, are in need 
of protection and humanitarian assistance. And with over 260,000 confirmed 
deaths during the 2011’s famine, many families worry that starvation is killing their 
livestock, which is the source of livelihood for most pastoralists in the rural. 

When Nimo leaves her house in the mornings, vultures circle over the               
surrounding brown, empty fields, waiting for yet more animals to die of weakness 
and thirst. Her bright yellow scarf stands out in the hot, dusty air and the barren 
fields. Her daily routine starts by walking over to the family’s deep well, start up 
the small petrol-fuelled pump and water her green patch of vegetables behind her 
house. Surrounded by dying crops, Nimo’s tiny field is a rare sight. 

“When my husband passed away, World Vision started supporting me by offering 
training and providing me with seeds and faming tools,” she says. “After two failed 
rainy seasons, I am still able to provide for my   family      because of the water 
pump and education I have received. I am now able to irrigate our vegetable 
patch.” 

Nimo is just one of more than 1 million people that World Vision has                   
targeted to provide assistance for. “I am happy that my children have food, but I 
worry about my country,” she says. 

“It always starts with failed crops, high market prices and dying animals. The     
suffering and hunger has already started in many parts of Somalia.” 

If you or your church would like to explore how you can partner in  standing with 
the world’s most vulnerable children, please contact our churches team at 
churches@worldvision.org.uk 

 
World Vision is the world’s largest international children’s charity. Every 
day we bring real hope to millions of children in the world’s hardest places 
as a sign of God’s unconditional love. 

mailto:churches@worldvision.org.uk


Happy Birthdays in July 

8th Beryl Allison, Peggy Burley, Cody Cooper, 14th Claire Camp-

bell, 15th Derek Quilty, Mark Thomas, 19th Eileen Gowland, Jo Weiner, 

23rd Cassie Baker. 

Happy Birthdays in August 

4th Derek Levett, 11th Josie Wheatley, 12th Holly-Anne Saville, 13th Gary 

Catlin, 14th Martin Wheadon,  

20th Helen Mayo, Harry Skipp, 25th,  

Alexander Clifford, Tyrell Sullivan, 30th Daniel Siaw. 

 

Just a quick note to say… 

Dear All, at Chadwell Heath URC,  we are retiring and moving to Norwich at 
the end of June after 38 years in the ministry. 

 

Ian & Helen Jones (and the dog) are moving from 

Highbury Quadrant Congregational Church. 

We are looking forward to Retirement  

Our address will be: 

52 Orchard Close 

Norwich 

Norfolk 

NR7 9NZ 

  

Tel: landline to be confirmed  (Ian’s mobile is 07940384545) 

Email: revianjones@hotmail.com 

God Bless,  Ian 

mailto:revianjones@hotmail.com


SUNDAY SERVICES 

10.30am Prayer Time  

11.15am Morning Worship 

Family All Age Worship 2nd Sunday 

Holy Communion 3rd Sunday  
 

Heath & Havering Group Holy Communion 

2nd Sunday in the month at 6.30pm 

( a t alternate Churches )  

 

WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES 

Elders Meeting second Tuesday in the month 7.00pm 

Wednesday Fellowship 2pm 2nd & 4th in each month 

Foodbank, Coffee & Conversation, Church Library time 
Thursday 9:30am  

 

Ministers 

 Revd Dorothee Büürma   
Revd Martin Wheadon 

 

Web site: http://www.heathandhaveringurc.co.uk/chadwellheath.html 

Chadwell Heath URC is part of the Heath and Havering Group  

 

Please send any news, information or an article for The Heath to 

Dianne Crisp email  dianne.crisp@ntlworld.com  

 The deadline is 29th August 2017 for the September magazine 

mailto:dianne.crisp@ntlworld.com

