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Dear Friends, 
 
“Have I got News for you?” 
 
At the time of writing this article, 
there are many thoughts about “news” on my mind. 
It is Easter week, and we have just heard again the Good 
News! We are Easter people with a faith that breaks even 
the bounds of death itself.  
We have celebrated and proclaimed again the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, God’s son. Hallelujah! 
 
Now because I am such a good Christian (umm…), I 
always assume that news is meant to be good. “No news 
is good news!” - one of my favourite sayings! 
But we live in an age of increasingly fake news/ so-called 
“alternative facts”. The truth itself simply doesn’t suffice 
anymore. News has to be “breaking”! We need snap 
elections and expensive political campaigns to keep the 
idealistic news of our country exciting and enticing. A good 
headline sells the entire article! (I could never make it as a 
journalist!!) 
 
Martin Luther must have known this secret: his 95 theses 
in Wittenberg are told as quite a dramatic story. News of 
his dissent spread like wildfire! 
Just imagine the impact he would have had if Social Media 
had existed in his time… 
 
But what about the more subtle news? What about news 
that isn’t ground-breaking?  
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Where is Christ in all this? 
 
In an age of online reporting, where “truth” is merely a 
point of view, Jesus declares: 

“If you obey my teaching, you are really my                
disciples; you will know the truth, and the truth will set 

you free.” (John 8:31-32 Good News Translation) 
 
As Christians, we have Good News to share.  
In a world where horror stories tend to dominate the News 
channels, we have a different perspective to offer: the 
Good News of Jesus Christ.  
Note, that Jesus didn’t say “if you proclaim me as Lord and 
Saviour and attend church faithfully, you will be set free”. 
Merely speaking the truth wasn’t Jesus’ main concern. His 
concern was for his disciples to obey his teaching. We are 
invited to follow his ways in our lives. We are not told to 
make things up, or to invent facts and figures, in order to 
share even greater news with our world. 
We are invited simply to be followers of Christ - in 
everything we do. 
 
As we read the news, as we try to make the right decisions 
in all aspects of life, as we prepare ourselves for the 
upcoming elections in this country, may we be guided not 
by worldly truth, but by Christ himself, who is the way, the 
truth and the life.  
Only his ways can set us free! 
 

With love and God’s blessings, your Minister  

Dorothee 
 



 Thursday 4th  9.30am        Foodbank, Coffee & Conversation, Church 

Library time 

Sunday 7th 11:15am Roger Whipp 

Tuesday 9th 7pm Elders Meeting 

Wednesday 10th 2pm Wednesday Fellowship  

 

Thursday 11th 9:30am Foodbank, Coffee & Conversation, Church 

Library time 

Sunday 14th   11:15am Revd. Martin Wheadon 

Followed by Refreshments  

6:30pm Revd. Martin Wheadon 

Trinity —   Evening Communion   

Thursday 18th 9:30am Foodbank, Coffee & Conversation, Church 

Library time 

Sunday 21st 11:15am Holy Communion — Revd. Dorothee Büürma    

Elders Jo C & Elaine 

Communion Table  - Jill 

 

Wednesday 24th 2pm Wednesday Fellowship  

 

Thursday 25th 9:30pm Foodbank, Coffee & Conversation, Church 

Library time 

Sunday 28th 11:15am Sarah Deamer  

CHURCH  DIARY MAY 



Happy Birthdays in May 

1st Jeremiah Büürma, 5th Diana Baker,  

12th Elisabeth Thorburn, 

14th Neville Sullivan,  

20th Jean Quilty 

Worship Themes May 

The Junior Church are using different teaching guides for each age group 

and the themes listed below are based  on the Lectionary and will possibly 

be used  by those leading our worship.  

 
May 7, 2017 
 

Acts 2:42
-47 

1 Peter 
2:19-25 

John 10:1-
10 

 
May 14, 2017 
 

Acts 7:55
-60 

1 Peter 
2:2-10 

John 14:1-
14 

 
May 21, 2017 
 

Acts 
17:22-31 

1 Peter 
3:13-22 

John 
14:15-21 

 
May 28, 2017 
 
 

Acts 1:6-
14 

1 Peter 
4:12-14; 
5:6-11 

John 17:1-
11 
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Propped up against a wall, one hand holding a sandwich, one hand holding a 

phone, one ear on a friend updating us on their day, one on the football scores. 

Sound familiar? We're hearing, but not always listening. And listening can be the 

simplest way to relieve the burdens of others. Today, make a point of giving some-

one the profound gift of your availability and vulnerability. 

 

"To answer before listening – that is folly and shame." 

Proverbs 18:13 (NIV) We hear in the news that the mental well-being of young 

people in this country is at a crisis. Mental health and social work teams are 

stretched beyond capacity. Even government acknowledges the need for 'more to 

be done'. It is also widely acknowledged that listening can make a significant con-

tribution in early              intervention or even prevention. 

The practice of listening is often vastly misunderstood and undervalued, yet its 

healing power is immense. We ignore its importance at a cost, not least for our 

own faith journey. We are made in the image of a God who listens and who longs 

for us to be a listening people. 

'Many people are looking for an ear that will listen. They do not find it among 

Christians because these Christians are talking where they should be listening. 

But he who no longer listens to his brother will soon be no longer listening to God 

either.' Dietrich Bonhoeffer – Life Together 

Good listening has the potential to transform communication within families, 

schools, churches, NHS, workplaces and communities, impacting positively on 

well-being. Listening helps people feel valued, empowering them to tell their story, 

find their own solutions and experience resilience within. Listening helps people 

feel they are not alone. 

We all have the ability to listen – to give our attention and affirmation to others in 

our daily lives. Listening is not a soft option – it is a gift to be offered with        

compassion, humility, integrity and authenticity, recognising our shared humanity 

and vulnerability.         Could YOU offer the gift of listening? 

By Maureen Wilson from Listen Well Scotland — supplied by Jo Weiner 

 

 



The Treasurers bit! 
 

Just a brief overview of what has been happening. 

 

Offertories              Cash              Envelopes          Total 

 

January 1st             27                 186.                    213 

              8th            40                 204                      244 

              15th          29                 233                      262 

              22nd         55                   90                      145 

              29th          28                 249                      277 

 

February 5th          37                  186                      223 

              12th         22                   247                      269 

              19th         23                  212                      235 

               26th        74                   84                        158 

 

March      5th         0                    238                      238 

               12th       31                  244                       275 

               19th       9                    256                       265 

                26th      29                  148                       177          

 

  Average 230 a week 

Our Ministry and Mission payments alone (pays ministers training,     
salaries and pensions) amounts to £255 a week, before we pay for 
heating, cleaning, pulpit supply and ministers expenses. 

 

We have just spent almost £2200 on re- polishing the hall floor, and 
would like to refurbish the kitchen at a cost of some £8000. However 
this is on temporary hold until we know the extent of work to identify the 
cause and make good the crack in the wall near the organ. 

David Saggers 



WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP 

Our meeting on 12th April was led by Rev. Barbara 
Huntley, who brought three of her ladies with her 
from Marks Gate Baptist Church.  

As we were approaching Easter Barbara talked 
about the Easter story and included a Holy      
Communion service. 

 We had bible readings and several Easter hymns. 

We were twelve in number so although the Quiet 
Room was somewhat crowded it was nice to have 
so many people. We finished with tea and biscuits 
and a nice chat.  

We look forward to Barbara coming again. 

Angela 

Dot Lambert and family would like to express 
their gratitude to all for your support and     
prayers during our recent difficult times         

following the loss of Ted. 
A special thanks for the use of the hall and 

those who assisted on that day. 
Support from both Martin and Dorothee was   

invaluable throughout. 
God bless. 

Dot, Martin & Judith. 



   

10.30-10.40:  Sunday Morning  

Private Prayers 

 in the Quiet Room 

[Quiet time of reflection before the service  

as the leaders go into the Quiet Room] 

 

 

“ Our Lord has written the promise of the        
resurrection: not in books alone but in every 

leaf in springtime.” 
 

Martin Luther  

 

Items from Ratan Tata’s London Lecture 

 Don’t educate your children to be rich.  Educate them to be happy, 

so when they grow up they will know the value of things – not the 

price. 

 Eat your food as your medicines, otherwise you have to eat        

medicines as your food. 

 The one who loves you will never leave you because even if there 

are 100 reasons to give up, he/she will find one reason to hold on. 

 There is a lot of difference between human being and being human.  

Only a few understand it. 

 You are loved when you are born.  You will be loved when you die.  

In between you have to manage….! 

 If you want to walk fast, walk alone.  But if you want to walk far, walk 

together. 



QUIET DAY 

WEDNESDAY 31ST MAY 2017 

 
RETREAT HOUSE  

PLESHEY 
 

Meeting in Stapleford Church car park at 

9.15am and returning by 5.00pm.  

The cost including transport and lunch 

would be £15 per head.  

The Diocesan Retreat House Pleshey, is set 

in one of the most attractive villages in       

Essex. This is a chance to get away from the 

hustle & bustle of daily life, and remain    

quiet or have relaxed discussions. If you 

would like to come please see Roger, or 

contact him Tel: 01992 815838 

Email: rogergayler@btinternet.com 

 





SUNDAY SERVICES 

10.30am Prayer Time  

11.15am Morning Worship 

Family All Age Worship 2nd Sunday 

Holy Communion 3rd Sunday  
 

Heath & Havering Group Holy Communion 

2nd Sunday in the month at 6.30pm 

( a t alternate Churches )  

 

WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES 

Elders Meeting second Tuesday in the month 7.00pm 

Wednesday Fellowship 2pm 2nd & 4th in each month 

Foodbank, Coffee & Conversation, Church Library time 
Thursday 9:30am  

 

Ministers 

 Revd Dorothee Büürma   
Revd Martin Wheadon 

 

Web site: http://www.heathandhaveringurc.co.uk/chadwellheath.html 

Chadwell Heath URC is part of the Heath and Havering Group  

 

Please send any news, information or an article for The Heath to 

Dianne Crisp email  dianne.crisp@ntlworld.com  

 The deadline is 23rd May 2017 for the June magazine 

mailto:dianne.crisp@ntlworld.com

