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Minister’s Letter   
For all the Saints… 
Dear friends, fellow-Saints even, 
As the year progresses, we are approaching fast the season of remembrance. All Hallows Eve (or 
Hallowe’en) reminds us of Sinners and Saints, All Saints Day reminds us of the faithful servants 
of Christ who have gone before us, All Souls Day equally reminds us of those promoted to Glory, 
and Remembrance Day soon follows to remind us of people who died for their fellow countrymen 
and -women. Some countries in Europe also celebrate Martinmas on November 11th - a feast 
attributed to St Martin of Tours, a Roman soldier who became a monk and showed Christ’s love 
to the poor in the 4th century.  
 
As a reformed Christian, I am pondering the importance of recognising the “Saints” of our church 
history; particularly as the Reformed Church historically placed less emphasis on the role of 
Saints. 
 
October 31st is celebrated across the world as Reformation Day; the day Martin Luther nailed his 
95 theses on the door of the church in Wittenberg, Germany. This year, Protestant churches 
worldwide celebrate the quincentenary of the Reformation movement, starting on that day with 
those 95 theses. Would we hail Martin Luther as a Saint? Was he a particularly saintly person? 
 
“What is a saint? The Apostle Paul often speaks of hagioi—a word that means “holy ones,” but is 
usually translated “saints” in our English-language Bibles.  Paul writes “To all God’s beloved in 
Rome, who are called to be saints” (Romans 1:7; see also 1 Corinthians 1:2; Philippians 1:1).  It 
is clear from Paul’s usage that he intends hagioi — “holy ones”— “saints”— to mean the people 
of God. 
As saints, we are linked to each other by our faith in Christ.  The New Testament speaks of Chris-
tians as brothers and sisters, so we are one family in Christ. By faith, we are relatives of Godly 
people who lived long ago—and of those who will come after us.” 
        (Richard Niell Donovan, 2008) 
The Communion of Saints, or in Paul’s words to the Hebrews, the great cloud of witnesses, is 
God’s timeless family, originated from and intended for eternity. And all God’s people are 
members of this fellowship. All are blessed as saints.  
 
Luther’s greatest discovery that influenced his entire theology was the concept of a merciful God, 
a God who blesses and offers grace even to sinners. Sinners, with God, become Saints. And 
Martin Luther himself is a good example of this:  
 a less than perfect monk, a very earthly man with a strong passion for alcohol, food and parties, 
a man who freed a group of nuns and ended up married to one of them (with 6 children!), a man 
who later in life voiced some strong antisemitic thinking and betrayed some of his close friends of 
the Reformation movement. Even someone as imperfect as Martin Luther was able to share 
God’s love and shed some of God’s light among the people of his time - and up until today. 
 
A more contemporary theologian, Lutheran pastor Nadia Bolz-Weber, writes: “what makes us the 
saints of God is not our ability to be saintly, but rather God’s ability to work through sinners. The 
title ‘saint’ is always conferred, never earned. … I have come to realize that all the saints I’ve 
known have been accidental ones” (Accidental Saints, p.7) 
The hymnary website gives this summary about the meaning of the famous hymn “For All the 
Saints”: the verses “describe the common life of all the saints: the credit due to Jesus Christ for 
drawing us all to Him, the strength and guidance we continue to draw from Him, our joint com-
munion in Christ, the continuing struggle against evil, and the coming day when the dead shall 
rise and we shall all worship together before God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. No matter what 
path each of us travels, we all will enjoy the same glorious eternal life.”  
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Minister’s letter (cont.) 

 We pray for the family and friends of David Jonas, Margaret and Frank’s son-in-law, who sadly 

passed away on Friday 13 October. We particularly remember their daughter, Ann and their 

three grandchildren. May God’s peace and love surround them all at this sad time. 

We continue to remember those who are unable to attend church: 

Doreen Leeder  Doris Rulton   Joyce & Les Marshall Joan Walker 

Please let your Elder know of any items of news to be included in the messenger. 

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

The service will be held on 17th December at 6.30pm. Help is needed to set up, serve and clear 

away the refreshments (tea, coffee, squash and mince pies). If you are able to help could you 

please let me know as soon as possible.  

ELDERS’ ELECTIONS 

All church members should have received their Elders’ nomination letters. We have eight        

vacancies to fill so I would ask all church members ensure that they return their nominations by      

Sunday, 5
th
 November. If you are nominated please give careful consideration to becoming an 

Elder, or talk it through with a minister or a serving Elder. Your church needs you! 

CHURCH CLEAN 

The next church cleaning session will be on Saturday, 18
th
 November. I will be asking for         

volunteers over the next few Sundays and hope that as many people as possible will be able to 

help. In the church cleaning morning many hands do make light work! 

Message from Chris 

Family News  

So as we enter into this time of remembrance and remembering, let us also acknowledge the 
Saints who travel alongside us on our faith journey. Let us re-member and remind ourselves 
that we are all part of God’s eternal community and family. Let us give thanks for all who inspire 
us and for all who are simply present alongside us. Sinners, Saints, "all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:23-24 NRSV) 
 
May this Bible verse, which is central to the Reformation movement, assure us of God’s love 
and grace, and may we in turn share this love and grace with the community around us. May we 
all continuously be reformed, changed, and transformed by God’s Spirit. May our whole lives 
give glory to God - in times of sinfulness and in times of saintliness. 
 
With love & God’s blessings, 
Dorothee 
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 Social & Fundraising 

Junior Church Birthdays 

Messenger Deadline for Dec 17 / Jan 18 Issue 

Please submit articles for the December / January Messenger by 6 pm on Wednesday 22nd  

November up to and including Sunday 28th January 2018.The Messenger will be ready for   

distribution on    Sunday 3rd December 

mike.addis1@btinternet.com 

Happy Birthday to the following celebrating birthdays in November 

 Emily Woodgate will be 9 years on  29th November 

The Harvest Lunch and Auction was a great success and raised £250 which has gone to the 

Women’s Refuge in Romford together with all the non-perishable goods. 

A big THANK YOU to all who participated. 

The Christmas Market is on Saturday 9th December from 10am to 2pm If you can help in any 

way please let Pat Gothard know as soon as possible. We will also need help on Friday after-

noon,  8th December, from 2pm,to erect the stalls and bring up the goods from the stoke hole.  

If you have items for the Market please leave them in the boxes  by the south porch. We       

particularly need filled bottles, toiletries,  and gifts for the gift bag stall. 

We look forward to seeing everyone at the Market as it is a great way to raise money for the 

church and our charity, GOSH,  but also is a wonderful time of fun and fellowship. 

So….. See you then! 

Thanks Martin 

Trinity Church sends its sincere thanks and good wishes to Martin as he leaves us for pastures 

new. We have been blessed with Martin’s ministry for these past six years. We are sure that 

wherever he goes on his journey of faith, those with whom he comes into contact  will be as 

blessed as we have been. 

We hold Martin and Helen in our prayers , may God’s love surround them always. 
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Let’s Dig Deeper! 

• Have you ever been left with some questions about God/ the Bible after a 

Sunday Service? 

• Would you like to know more about the Church and its Reformed Roots? 

• What was Worship originally intended to be? And what should we make of it? 

• How should we pray? Does prayer work? 

These (and more) questions could be the focus of a joint Heath & Havering 

discussion group - and you could be part of it! 

Using the URC’s TLS Lite materials, I would like to invite you to consider 

joining me for some regular reflections and conversations about our Reformed Christian faith. 

 Starting with : Rooted in God  - You, the Bible, God & Worship: 

Monday 30th October at 7.30 

13th November at 7.30pm 

27th November at 7.30 pm 

Venue to be confirmed but possibly Trinity 

Let’s dig!! Dorothee 

RevdDorothee@t-online.de 01708 228489 
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  Puzzle Page (answers on page 10) 
Across 

1  He was replaced as king of Judah by his uncle Mat-
taniah (2 Kings 24:17) (10) 

7  ‘Let us fix our eyes on Jesus... who for the joy set be-
fore him — the cross’ (Hebrews 12:2) (7) 

8  Relieved (5)  

10 Impetuous (Acts 19:36) (4)  

11 Surprised and alarmed (Luke 24:37) (8)  

13 ‘It is — for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 
than for the rich to enter the kingdom of God’ (Mark 
10:25) (6)  

15 Directions for the conduct of a church service (6)  

17 One of the acts of the sinful nature (Galatians 5:19) 
(8) 

18 and 20 Down ‘She began to wet his — with her tears. 
Then she wiped them with her — ’ (Luke 7:38) (4,4) 

21 ‘We will all be changed, in a flash, in the twinkling of 
an — , — the last trumpet’ (1 Corinthians 15:51–52) (3,2) 

22 ‘But he replied, “Lord, I am — — go with you to prison 
and to death”’ (Luke 22:33) (5,2) 

23 Third person of the Trinity (2 Corinthians 13:14) (4,6) 

 

Down 

1  He betrayed Jesus (Matthew 27:3) (5)  

2  Paul’s assurance to the Philippian jailer: ‘Don’t — 
yourself! We are all here!’ (Acts 16:28) (4)  

3  ‘Fear God and keep his commandments, for this — 
the whole — of man’ (Ecclesiastes 12:13) (2,4)  

4 The sort of giver God loves (2 Corinthians 9:7) (8)  

5  Sun rail (anag.) (7)  

6  Naboth, the ill-fated vineyard owner, was one (1 Kings 
21:1) (10)  

9  Paul said of young widows, ‘When their sensual de-
sires overcome their — to Christ, they want to marry’ (1 
Timothy 5:11) (10)  

12 This was how Joseph of Arimathea practised his dis-
cipleship ‘because he feared the Jews’ (John 19:38) (8)  

14 Mop ruse (anag.) (7)   

 

 

16 Foment (Philippians 1:17) (4,2)  

19 Where Joseph and Mary escaped 
to with the baby Jesus (Matthew 
2:14) (5)  

20 See 18 Across 
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  Message from Martin 

I didn’t realise how special the Sunday evening Communion Sending service was going to be 
until I looked up and saw a full church. So many made the effort to be there and say goodbye. 
I really appreciated seeing you all. Thank you for all the cards and gifts, I’m not sure how you 
arranged a collection so quickly but I’m very grateful and will buy something to remind me of a 
very happy 6 years plus as Minister in the Heath and Havering group. 

 

The plan is I explore possibilities with the East London Group, however I want to discover 
more about Mental Health and in particular eating disorders, plus as Director of the Christian 
Education Project bringing the Gospel to schools in Redbridge is another avenue I want to 
pursue.  My role as Ambassador of World Vision and an advocate for the charity 
‘Lendwithcare’ will also now take up more of my time. 

 

Thank you again for your kindness I truly appreciate all the memories. 
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 Children’s Page 



Saturday Coffee Rota 
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Flower Rota 

Sunday Coffee Rota 

Nov 4  Susan Neville  Alison Smith   Laura Davies 

Nov 11 Cubs 

Nov 18 Brenda Mole  Richard & Clare Brindle 

Nov 25 Patti Paper   Carol Green   Brenda Mole 

Dec 2   Chris & Mick Hewitt   Giovanni Anastasi  

Nov 5      Margaret Sida  Jane Whittington 

Nov 12 Heather Strainer Linda Legrand   

Nov 19 Susan Neville  Brenda Mole 

Nov 26 Eileen Pullin   Jacquie Chapman    

Dec 3    Pam Addis   Mandy Haines 

  WW 1 Memorial  Communion   WW2 Memorial 

Nov 5  Eileen Pullin    -   Eileen Pullin 

Nov 12     REMEMBRANCE 

Nov 19 Chris Hewitt   Jacquie Chapman  Chris Hewitt 

Nov 26 Soria Gould    Sonia Gould    Sonia Gould 

Dec 3  Brenda Mole    Sonia Gould    Brenda Mole 
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Diary November 

Thurs 2 11.30am  Service at Freshfields Residential Home - 265 Corbets Tey Road 

 1.00pm Trinity Leisure Club 

Sat 4   9.30am Morning Prayers – Chapel 

   10.00am Coffee Morning – Group B 

 

Sun 5   9.30am Morning Worship inc Communion –Revd  Ann Woodhurst 

Thurs 9     1.00pm Trinity Leisure Club 

Sat 11    9.30am Morning Prayers – Chapel 

   10.00am Coffee Morning – Cubs 

  10.50am Act of Remembrance – on the lawn at Trinity  

 

Sun 12  9.30am  Remembrance Parade Service –Mr Lawrence Moore 

6.30pm H & H Evening Communion – Trinity Church         

Mon 13  7.30pm    Dig-In - Trinity 

Thurs  16    1.00pm Trinity Leisure Club 

Sat 18    9.30am Morning Prayers – Chapel 

   10.00am Coffee Morning – Group D 

  10.00am Church Clean 

 

Sun 19  9.30am  Morning Worship – Mrs Fredwyn Hosier   

Thurs 23  1.00pm Trinity Leisure Club  

Sat 25   9.30am Morning Prayers – Chapel 

   10.00am Coffee Morning – Group D 

 

Sun 26  9.30am Morning Worship – Dr Patrick Smith 

Thurs 30  1.00pm Trinity Leisure Club  

 December  

Sat 2   9.30am Morning Prayers – Chapel 

   10.00am Coffee Morning - Group A 

   5.00pm German Carol Service—Trinity 

Sun 3   9.30am  Morning Worship inc Communion -   Revd Dorothee Büürma 
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Trinity United Reformed Church 

Ministers: Revd D. Büürma      228489                                                        

         RevdDorothee@t-online.de 

  Revd M Wheadon     mrtnwhead@aol.com 

  Revd A Woodhurst     annwoodhurst@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Secretary:        250842 

Treasurer:        225317 

Hall Secretary:       226492 

Magazine Circulation:      226492 

Magazine Editor:       220460 

Church Telephone No:,      220129 

 

Heath & Havering Group Web Site:    www.heathandhaveringurc.co.uk 

 

Worship 

Sunday Morning Worship      9.30am 

  Holy Communion 1st Sunday in month 

  All-age Worship and Parade (term time) 2nd Sunday in month 

  Young Church 3rd Sunday in month  

Saturday Morning Prayers—in the Chapel    9.30am 

Weekly Programme 

Monday  Beavers     6pm 

   Explorer Scout  Unit (as arranged) 7.30pm 

Tuesday  Cubs      6.30pm 

Wednesday  Badminton Club    8pm 

Thursday  Trinity Leisure Club   TLC   1pm 

   Rainbows     5.30pm 

   Brownies     5.45pm 

   Guides     7.30pm 

Friday  Parent & Toddler Group   9.30am 

   Scouts at Methodist    7.15pm 

Saturday  Coffee Morning    10 am 


