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Minister’s Letter
Dear friends, 

As we approach the end of the 
calendar year, it’s been both a 
time of reflection and 
anticipation for me. As I 
write this article, I have just 
returned from a weekend 
away at the URC’s 
Extraordinary General 
Assembly session called 
to consider the 
recommendations coming 
from the three-year-long 
Church Life Review.

It was a good meeting, with a 
lot of potentially positive 
actions taken. Much of what 
we discussed was designed 
to relieve the administrative 
workload on local church 
Elders so that they can focus 
more of their energies on 
ministry (a good thing!) and 
to fund new church starts 
throughout the URC (also a 
good thing!). Also, as is 
inevitable at these sorts of 
meetings, there was 
considerable discussion of 
other things that we wanted to 
do, but would have to leave for 
another day. 

During one of the business 
sessions at GA, we were sat 
around tables and asked to 
discuss how we were feeling 
about the work that we were 

accomplishing for the larger 
church. There were several 
comments about being 
“hopeful,” and “prayerful.” And 
then there was the church 
treasurer from Yorkshire seated 
across from me who made a 
comment that I’ve been 
thinking about ever since. “I 
hope,” he said, “that all of this 
will help us [the URC] to 
be brave.”

Being brave—either as a 
denomination, or as local 
churches—can be challenging. 
It certainly sounds good. It’s 
definitely biblical. I think it’s 
one of the characteristics that 
Jesus models for us. And…it’s 
really hard to do.

Being brave almost always 
means change. Change in how 
we do church…change in how 
we think about our faith…
change in how we live out that 
faith in our daily lives. Bravery 
doesn’t just mean making 
difficult choices, it also means 
being willing to live with the 
sense of loss and fear that 
often accompany change.

At the same time, I am getting 
ready to attend some 
training at the end of 
November about “Leading 
Your Church Into Growth.” I 
suspect some of the 
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recommendations in that 
training will involve 
making brave choices and 
brave changes. And so, for the 
last few days I’ve been 
holding my reflections and 
anticipations in tension with 
one another. 

What struck me at the time 
when that brave church 
treasurer spoke up was the 
way it made me feel. I felt 
hopeful about our future 
together. I felt inspired. And, 
perhaps most importantly, I 
felt at peace. 

God has called us to this time 
and this place. We’re here for 
a reason. We have a purpose. 
And now, we need to start 
discerning what God’s vision 
is for each of our churches...
not necessarily a quick or easy 
process.

Psalm 27:14 offers us this 
advice: “Wait for the Lord; be 
strong, and let your heart take 
courage; wait for the Lord!” In 
other words, be brave, have 
the courage to make 
important decisions, and 
trust in God’s leading.

I don’t know exactly where 
God is leading us, but I believe 
there are exciting times ahead 
for our churches. I look forward 
to being part of those 
exciting times, and I look 
forward to being brave with 
you as we journey together 
into the future that God calls 
us to!

Blessings on the journey,
Brian

Please note, there is no Cuppa With The Minister this month.
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Growth Prayer
God of Mission
Who alone brings growth to your Church,
Send your Holy Spirit to give:
Vision to our planning,
Wisdom to our actions,
Joy to our worship,
and power to our witness.

Help our Church to grow in numbers,
In spiritual commitment to you,
And in service to our local community.
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen

Prayers for November
St Mungo’s
Crisis at Christmas
Areas in the world affected by climate change and recent 
weather related disasters.

Communion Offertory on 7th December is for Crisis. Donations 
are used to help those facing homelessness with a place to stay, 
hot meals and Christmas dinner, access to health and wellbeing 
programmes and support to leave homelessness behind for 
good. Further information about the work of Crisis can be found 
at www.crisis.org.uk
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Advance Notices
Christmas Fayre
Christmas Coffee Morning and Sale will be held in the 
Commemoration Hall on Saturday 13th December from 10-12. 
On sale will be Christmas gifts, jewellery, cards and jigsaw 
puzzles, and much more.

Nativity and Gift Service 
14th December at 9.30am, Please bring donations for 
Sunflowers Court. They would be very grateful for sweets, 
toiletries, socks etc for residents. Please bring UNWRAPPED 
donations to the service on 14th December and these will be 
distributed to Sunflowers Court residents.

Heath and Havering Communion
No service this month

Churches Together 
Churches Together in Upminster, Cranham and North Ockendon 
are carol singing on 14th December from 3pm in The Barn at 
Thames Chase Forest Centre, Pike Lane, Upminster, RM14 3NS. 
Please come along and support this event by participating in 
the community carol singing or enjoy listening to the carols, 
which remind us of the true meaning of Christmas. Let us come 
together to shine Christ’s light into our community through 
music and fellowship.

Carols by Candlelight Service 
Sunday 21st December at  6:30pm. After the service please join 
us for mulled wine and mince pies in the Commemoration Hall.

Sunday 28th December 
Sunday 28th December service at 9.30am will be led by the 
Worship Group and will be a Christmas Carol Extravaganza - 
please advise Jane, Sonia or Brenda of your favourite carol and 
they will endeavour to include it!
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Christmas Cards
From Sunday 7th December the usual noticeboard will be 
available in Church for members and friends to share their 
Christmas greetings by sending one card to the whole 
community and donations to Water Aid will be welcomed. 
Please pin your card to the noticeboard and add your donation 
to the envelope below the board.

Water Aid is a global charity that helps bring clean water, decent 
toilets and good hygiene to everyone, everywhere! See more 
information at www.wateraid.org

Festive Fayre
The Festive Fayre held on Saturday 15th November was a great 
success raising £670 thanks to all the helpers and those who 
donated cakes and other goodies. We are holding another 
Bazaar/Christmas Fayre in December (see poster) and hope that 
we can at least match the above sum. If you are able to bake 
cakes/make jam or have anything you wish to donate for sale, 
especially jigsaws and Christmas-related items, please bring 
them along. Also, many hands make light work so help 
manning the stalls on the day is always welcome. Please 
encourage your family, friends and neighbours to come along 
and spend their pennies!
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SATURDAY 13TH DECEMBER
10AM - 12 NOON

TRINITY UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
UPMINSTER

FREE ENTRY

CHRISTMAS CARDS - DECORATIONS - GIFTS
BARGAINS - HAND MADE ITEMS - CAKES

PRESERVES - JEWELLERY  - TOYS - PUZZLES
RAFFLE - REFRESHMENTS 

 CHRISTMAS
FAYRE
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TLC
Trinity Leisure Club

Are you in need of some  

1- 3 pm

Every Thursday

Join us for tea, biscuits 
and indoor games.

£1 per session

Find us in the Roope Hall
Trinity Church, Upminster

Trinity Leisure Club (affectionately known as TLC) meets every 
Thursday from 1pm until 3pm in the Roope Hall and everyone is 
welcome.

We play board and card games and enjoy a chat over a hot drink 
and biscuits or sometimes even cake! Some people bring their 
knitting but,  whatever your preference, it’s a fun afternoon 
in pleasant company. At only £1 per session (proceeds to the 
church and charity) it’s an inexpensive afternoon out.

Why not give us a try or bring some friends and get some TLC!
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Sunday Services
December
7th 	 Communion

14th 	 All Age Worship

21st	 Morning Service

	 Carols by Candlelight	

25th	 10am

28th 	

Rev Brian Buschkill

Claire Bottone

Rev Brian Buschkill

6:30pm

Rev Ann Woodhurst

Worship Group

All services start at 9:30am unless otherwise stated.

Trinity URC, 29 Station Rd, Upminster RM14 2SJ
www.heathandhaveringurc.co.uk

Please send in all articles for the January issue of The 
Messenger to handhurc@gmail.com by Wednesday 17th 
December. Any late articles will be kept for the following 
month. Thank you.


