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Dear friends,

I don’t know about all of you, but January feels like it’s lasted about six
weeks! Lots going on with church and family activities picking up again
after a break in December, and the cold, wet weather of late hasn’t been
helping either.

But Spring is on the way and as we turn the pages in our calendars from
January, we find one of the surest signs - 18 February is Ash Wednesday.
From there, six short weeks lead up to Easter and the promise of warmer,
sunnier weather!

Of course, there’s so much more to the season of Lent than counting the
days until we don’t have to wear our winter coats. Lent is a time of
reflection and meditation on the life and teachings of Jesus, and especially
the events that led to his sacrifice on the cross on Good Friday.

A long-standing practice in the church tradition I grew up in was to “give
something up for Lent” (maybe you’ve done this, too). The idea is to give
up something that you enjoy (chocolate, alcohol, watching TV, etc) so that
you share in the sacrificial nature of Jesus’ death on the cross. And, for
many folks, that practice helps them to focus their thoughts on the
spiritual significance of the Lenten season.

However, when you stop to think about it, Jesus’ teachings are very rarely
ever about giving things up. Instead they are usually about taking things
on: start treating your neighbours like yourself...show love to people who
are different than you...act with love and mercy...make the world a better
place to live.

So this year, I encourage you to consider taking something on for your
Lenten practice. Here are a few ideas to get you started:

¢ Give yourself a gift of three hours to do something you always say you
don't have time to do.



¢ Spend time in solitude each day.

* Read a book for inner growth.

* Read twice through the Gospel of Luke.
* Begin to keep a journal of prayer concerns, questions,

and reading.

* Focus on thanksgiving, rather than on asking, in prayer.
* Give up a grudge or a rehearsal of a past event.

¢ Forgive someone who has hurt you.

There’s any number of productive and Christ-inspired things we can do
make this year’s season of Lent tbecome a time that changes each of our

lives, and maybe someone else’s life, too.
y

Blessings on your Lenten journeys,

/ A Prayer for February

Dear Lord,

The shortest month, the snowdrop month! February brings those
beautiful, hopeful little flowers, also called Candlemas Bells.

Thank You, Lord, for the beauty and the hope. Thank You for the
reminder of when Jesus was presented at the Temple as a baby. Thank
You, for Simeon recognising in that vulnerable baby the promised
Saviour of all the world.

Oh Lord, how this world needs to hear afresh that message of
salvation. Open eyes to see You and to know You. Open ears to hear
Your message of hope and reconciliation. Open hearts to receive Your
love and to share it, for the sake of all the suffering people of the

world.
Daphne Kitching/

In Jesus’ name, Amen.




The Funeral of Queen Victoria

Exactly 125 years ago, on 2 February 1901, the funeral of Queen Victoria
took place. She had died at the age of 81 on 22 January, having ruled for
nearly 64 years, and her death took her family, courtiers and subjects by
surprise in difficult times. The Boer war was still in progress, and the
previous year the Prince of Wales had been shot at in Belgium, by a boy
who was protesting against the war.

Her third adult child — Alfred, Duke of Edinburgh — had just died, another
was near death, and she herself had been confined to a wheelchair, almost
blind and often confused. She died at the remote Osborne House on the
Isle of Wight, and when it happened there was no-one alive who could
remember how to bury a monarch.

funeral, and there were secret instructions
concerning mementoes of her personal servant,

John Brown. The official service in St George’s
Chapel was chaotic because of timing errors, but it was followed by an
emotional ceremony for the family on 4th February, in the mausoleum the
queen had built for her husband at Frogmore, adjoining Windsor Castle,
where the Queen was laid to rest beside her much-loved Prince Albert.

The total cost was £35,500 (£4.5 million). Victoria had outlived all the
members of her Privy Council alive in 1837; all the members who had sat
in the House of Commons at that time; and all nine of her bridesmaids.

What has been described as the godly domesticity of the Victorian era
appealed to a mainly Protestant public, centring more on morals than on
radical evangelicalism and effective prayer. One historian noted the
transformation in the general British attitude from “aggressive, brutal,
rowdy, outspoken, riotous, cruel and bloodthirsty” to “inhibited, polite,
orderly, tender-minded, prudish and hypocritical”.

Tim Lenton.



‘He gave us eyes to see them’ - The Church Font

Open the door of any ancient church and the first thing to greet our eyes
is the font. It marks the beginning of Christian life in the Church and is
often the oldest structure in the building. Many fonts have fine carvings of
the seven sacraments that nourish the Christian. Others are octagonal in
shape: a reminder of Noah and his seven
family members saved in the ark from
the Flood.

In St George’s Church, Anstey,
Hertfordshire the font is symbolic of a
~ ship sailing the seas of life. Around the
sides are carved mermen - mythical, pagan creatures that belong to a pre-
Christian age which the newly baptised is called on to renounce. When it
was created in the 11th-12th centuries, baptism occurred within eight days

of birth. Babies would be immersed three times into the waters of the font:
dying to the old life symbolised by the mermen, and rising to new life, to
be clothed in a white robe and given a lighted candle as a guide through
life. They would then grow up in the Church, moving from that west end
through the upturned boat of the nave to the altar at the east end.

That movement is a sign of the pilgrimage we are all called to make. Like
a journey on the seas of this world, we may sail through tranquil waters
and peaceful days. There may be times when the skies are cloudy and the
waters stormy. Martin Luther, when he was faced by struggles like that in
his life, would say the words ‘I am baptised” to strengthen and reassure
himself. ‘I am baptised” we can say as we travel in faith, knowing that
there is always a light to guide and a goal that is sure and eternal.

Revd Michael Burgess
Photo: Michael Garlick, via Wikimedia Commons

Items for March Nelmes News need to be submitted by 21 February.
Publication date: 1 March.
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Lenten Bible Study
Genesis 23-38
"Abraham's Family Grows"

All sessions will be held on Tuesday mornings at 9:45 am in Roope Hall,
Trinity URC. They will also be recorded and posted on our YouTube
channel (search for heath and havering urc)

3 March Issac and Rebekah Genesis 23-26
10 March Sibling troubles Genesis 27-30
17 March Jacob on the run Genesis 31-34
24 March Jacob and his family Genesis 35-38
Brian
— Church Offerings 7M
/——\

We are most grateful to all who have continued to support /;)ur Church.
In January we received £1,260.00 in offerings and donations.

Our Christmas Appeal reached a total of £463.50 and that
amount will now be sent to Crisis. Many thanks to all who
contributed so generously.

N— _/
Sunday Readings .... [r—
1Feb  Mic6:1-8 Mt 5:1-12 1Cor 1:18-31 |
8Feb  Is58:19a Mt5:13-20  1Cor2i1-12
15Feb  Ex24:12-18 Mt 17:1-9 2 Peter 1:16-21

22 Feb Gen 2:15-17; 3:1-7 Mt 4:1-11 Rom 5:12-19

1Mar  Gen 12:1-4a Jn 3:1-17 Rom 5:1-5, 13-17

This month’s worship leaders ...

Brian Buschkill is a minister within the Heath, Havering & Forest Group.
Claire Bottone is an Elder of our Church.

Michaela Lawrence is a URC accredited lay-preacher from Ponders End.
Ann Woodhurst is a retired URC minister.
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Feb 1 11.15 am
M 2 7.00 pm
Tu 3 9.45 am

8 11.15 am
M 9 7.00pm
W 11 5.30 pm

15 11.15 am

M 16 7.00 pm
W 18 9.30 am
7.30 pm

22 11.15 am
M 23 7.00 pm
Th 26 9.30 am

Mar1 11.15 am

2 7.00 pm
3 9.45am

8 11.15 am
M 9 7.00 pm
Tu 10 9.45 am
W 11 5.30 pm

15 11.15 am

M 16 7.00 pm
Tu 17 9.45 am
W 18 9.30 am
7.30 pm

Make a note in your diary M
Morning Worship: Michaela Lawrence
Blue Sky Mondays
Tuesday Prayers Q

zoom

Morning Worship: Mrs Claire Bottone
Blue Sky Mondays
Evening Communion Service at Nelmes

Morning Worship: Revd Brian Buschkill

Blue Sky Mondays cuppA

WITH THE

mINISTCR

Cuppa with the Minister: | | Moon s, Hornchurch
Elders' Meeting

zoom

RO
Worship with Communion: Revd Ann Woodhurst
Blue Sky Mondays

Cuppa with the Minister: Costa Coffee, Upminster

Morning Worship: Revd Brian Buschkill s
followed by tea or coffee —
Blue Sky Mondays

Lenten Bible Study (1/4): Roope Hall, Trinity URC

Morning Worship: Revd Brian Buschkill
Blue Sky Mondays ‘
Lenten Bible Study (2/4): Roope Hall, Trinity URC
Evening Communion Service at Nelmes

Mothering Sunday Worship: Mr Keith Finch

Blue Sky Mondays

Lenten Bible Study (3/4): Roope Hall, Trinity URC
Cuppa with the Minister: | ] Moon’s, Hornchurch gt

Elders' Meeting Q mn&srck

zoom

Contact the Church Secretary for zoom details



Minister

Secretary

Treasurer &

Nelmes United Reformed Church
Nelmes Road, Hornchurch RM11 3JA

Revd Brian Buschkill

216 Corbets Tey Road, Upminster, RM14 2BL  (01708) 784701
buschkill@gmail.com
Mrs Jill Hilton
18 Cranbourne Gardens,Upminster, RM14 2YT (01708) 221266
nelmes.urc.sec@gmail.com
Mr John Hawkins

News Editor 9B Osborne Road, Hornchurch, RM11 1EX (01708) 471407
nelmes.urc.treasurer@gmail.com
Hall Booking  Mrs Barbara Morgan
Secretary 34 The Drive, Harold Wood, RM3 0DX (01708) 920637
barbara-morgan1@sky.com
/ Sunday Worship \

Communion Service on the 4t Sunday of each month

\ 7.00 pm: A quiet hour to spend time with the Lord /

Morning Worship for all ages at 11.15 am.

Blue Sky Mondays

Activities in the Halls

Nelmes Pre-School School-days  08:00 - 15:00
Indian Dance Monday  17:00 - 19:00
Jump Fit Tuesday  19:00 - 20:00
Nelmes Womens Institute 2nd Wednesday  12:30 - 16:30
EP & AG Residents Association 1st Thursday ~ 20:00 - 22:30
Beavers, Cubs & Scouts Friday  16:30 - 21:30
Woodcarvers' Group 2nd Saturday  10:30 - 14:30

Nelmes URC is part of the Heath, Havering & Forest group of Churches

www.heathandhaveringurc.co.uk





