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Dear Friends,

Celebrating the Platinum Jubilee
A special extended bank holiday weekend this month will give communities
across the UK a chance to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
In February this year, HM the Queen became the first British monarch to
celebrate 70 years of service.
The weekend, from Thursday June 2nd to Sunday June 5th will include a
birthday parade, beacons across the country, a ‘platinum party’ at
Buckingham Palace, a pageant and thousands of street parties and lunches.
Many churches will be holding special services and events.
A centrepiece of the celebrations will be a Service of Thanksgiving at St
Paul’s Cathedral, London, on Friday June 3rd. It’s fitting that the service will
form a key part of the Jubilee, as the Queen has been vocal in speaking
about her Christian faith in a series of high-profile broadcasts.
In her Christmas Day broadcast in 2016, she said: “Jesus Christ lived
obscurely for most of his life, and never travelled far. He was maligned and
rejected by many, though he had done no wrong. And yet billions of people
now follow his teaching and find in him the guiding light for their lives.
“I am one of them, because Christ’s example helps me see the value of
doing small things with great love, whoever does them and whatever they
themselves believe.”
Journalist Catherine Butcher, who has written ‘Our Faithful Queen – 70
years of faith and service’ to mark the Platinum Jubilee, recalls: “The Queen
Mother subscribed to daily devotional Bible reading notes. She regularly
read Bible stories to the young princesses, Elizabeth and Margaret and
taught them to pray. Both girls started their weekly school lessons with half
an hour of Bible reading, under the guidance of their governess, and weekly
church attendance has been a lifelong pattern for the Queen, who is said to
keep a well-read Bible by her bedside.”
Catherine Butcher tells how evangelist Billy Graham wrote in this
autobiography, ‘Just as I am’ about meeting the Queen on several
occasions. He said: “I always found her very interested in the Bible and its
message.”
The Queen is Supreme Governor of the Church of England but her interest
in faith goes well beyond this title. She holds a strong Christian faith and has
exemplified this in her lifetime of dedicated service.
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The Church will use the themes listed below .

Worship Themes June
June 5, 2022

June 12, 2022

*Acts 2:1-21
or
Genesis 11:19
Proverbs 8:14, 22-31

Romans 8:1417
or
Acts 2:1-21
Romans 5:1-5

John 14:8-17,
(25-27)

1 Kings 19:14, (5-7), 8-15a

Galatians
3:23-29

Luke 8:26-39

Psalm 42 and
43
2 Kings 2:1-2,
6-14

Galatians 5:1,
13-25

Luke 9:51-62

John 16:12-15

Psalm 8

June 19, 2022

June 26, 2022

Psalm 77:1-2,
11-20

Christian Basics: What Does the Holy Spirit Do?
As we celebrate Pentecost this month, it’s appropriate to ask the
question: what does the Holy Spirit do in our lives? Everybody
who has committed their life to Christ possesses the Holy Spirit, ‘if
anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to
Christ.’ (Romans 8:9). It is the Spirit who brings us new birth into
the family of God.
The Spirit assures us of God’s love and acceptance, despite our
fears, doubts or failures. As adopted children we can address God
as our father: “God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the
Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba, Father.’” (Galatians 4: 6). By using the
same word used by Jesus, we can grow in intimacy with our
Father and pray to Him, especially when we struggle to find the
right words.
The Holy Spirit is committed to producing a family likeness in
those who follow Christ. This Jesus likeness enables us to live as
Jesus would in our place, ie: work, family, time, interests etc. Paul
describes this as the fruit of the Spirit: ‘love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness,
goodness,
faithfulness,
gentleness
and
self-control.’ (Galatians 5:22,23). He talks about fruit not fruits! We
can’t pick and choose, as they come as a total package to be
developed over a lifetime!
The Spirit is committed to producing new desires for God: reading
the Bible and praying, forgiving others, meeting with other
Christians and sharing our faith. He will also give us the
motivation to overcome wrong habits, attitudes or lifestyle in our
lives.
‘Let the church return to Pentecost, and Pentecost will return to
her. The Spirit of God cannot take possession of believers beyond
their capacity of receiving Him’ (Andrew Murray).

Father’s Day
Fans of the popular Star Wars films were surprised when Darth Vader said to
Luke Skywalker “I am your father.” This unexpected disclosure paved the
way for future surprises in the episodes that followed.
Many times, Jesus surprised His hearers with parables that had unexpected
twists and turns. No doubt He astonished the disciples when He first called
God ‘Father’ and went on to instruct them to pray saying “Our Father in
heaven…”. No one had called God ‘Father’ before!
Shortly before His arrest, trial and crucifixion, Jesus talked to His disciples
about God the Father. He said: “In my Father’s house are many rooms.” This
prompted Philip to ask: “Show us the Father, that is all we need.” Jesus
replied: “Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father.”
Jesus knew this concept would be hard to grasp and so had to frequently
speak about God as His Father. For three years the disciples had listened to
profound teaching and witnessed miracles. They knew Jesus was different,
but as His ministry drew to a close they were learning more about the special
relationship that God had with Jesus.
On 19th June it will be Father’s Day. This is an occasion to remember the role
our dads are playing now or have played in our lives. Hopefully, we have
good memories and recall times of loving care they showed to us.
Unfortunately, some people do not know their fathers, or they have been
absent for long periods or may be neglectful, deceitful, or abusive. Sadly,
some children and adults would rather not remember their fathers, having
suffered some trauma or family breakdown.
It is good to know that God is not like this. Jesus came to reveal God as our
Heavenly Father, who is loving, compassionate, merciful, forgiving, and
caring. God is the model father who knows what is good for us and wants the
best for us.
So, Father’s Day can be a reminder that we are God’s children, and that we
can possess the blessings He has kept for us. In the story of our lives God
has revealed Himself in a surprising way. He says to each one of us ‘I am
your Father’. Now that is something to celebrate!

‘Little Silver’
If you have ever had chemotherapy, or a heart pacemaker installed, you will
be particularly grateful for the properties of platinum.
Platinum compounds disrupt the multiplication of cancerous cells, and the
properties of platinum itself (its resistance to corrosion and tarnishing) make
it particularly suitable for electrical contacts in pacemakers.
But platinum has other properties which make it a topical subject.
The word ‘Platinum’ comes from the Spanish for ‘little silver’ (‘plata’ meaning
silver, as in the River Plate in Argentina.) Platinum is very rare. It is much
rarer than gold. It is therefore very precious and has generally been more
expensive than gold.
Platinum is used to make the International Standard Weights and Measures.
The International Standard Kilogram is made from platinum alloys which can
be relied upon not to vary over time. Platinum is a very dense metal. It is
denser than pure gold. It carries a great deal of ‘gravitas.’
Platinum is what scientists call a ‘Noble Metal’ – because it can withstand almost any chemical attack. It is the least reactive of all metals.
All these characteristics apply well to our much-loved Queen. She is ‘petite
and silver’, she has ‘gravitas’, and she has remained untarnished over a very
long period of time, despite having been in constant contact with all manner
of people.
The Queen is a very rare person indeed, and very precious to our nation,
setting the highest reliable standards of public service and carrying with her
immense gravitas and unquestionable nobility.
The Queen’s Imperial State Crown is made of gold, silver and, appropriately
enough, platinum, and decorated with many precious stones. As the first
British monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee, she wears it well.
We thank God for her, and for her qualities that have made her so special.
God Save our Noble Queen!

Miscellaneous observations on life and faith
Anger is just one letter short of danger. - Anon
The world is the first Bible that God made for the instruction of man. Clemens Alexandrinus
Nature is the art of God. Thomas Browne
The ability to speak several languages is an asset, but to be able to hold
your tongue in one language is priceless. - Anon

Job cursed the day he was born. Most babies can’t even speak till they are
at least 18 months old. - Anon
Love all, trust a few, and do wrong to none. - William Shakespeare (All’s Well
That Ends Well)
When I believe, I am no longer a mere man, I am already a son of God. Carlo Carretto

Apple’s first iPhone
Just 15 years ago, on 29th June 2007, Apple released the first
iPhone.
From the original concept of an efficient, easy-to-use, slick mobile
phone, it transformed by the time of its creation into what was
described by Brian Merchant, author of The One Device, as the
“primary platform for thousands of apps offering streaming music
and video, real-time video chat, addictive videogames and virtual
and augmented reality experiences”.
Steve Jobs, founder of Apple, called the iPhone a “revolutionary
and magical product” that “fits beautifully into the palm of your
hand”. Five years after its debut, more than 200 million had been
sold. Merchant calls it a “culturally dominant, world-eating
phenomenon”.
From the outset, the iPhone was hugely popular, with queues
forming for hours outside Apple stores in both Europe and America
on its release. In addition, Jobs provided an iPhone free to all his
employees.
To some Christians, the Apple logo is disturbing, suggesting that
eating the fruit in Eden opened the door to enlightenment – Jobs
was a devotee of Eastern mysticism. While Christianity offers faith
and hope, they suggest that Apple offers a convenient life, enabled
through technology.
Other Christians, however, point out that Apple technology has
enabled the Gospel to be widely heard and, in many senses, seen.
FaceTime through the iPhone also made a dramatic and positive
difference to people’s lives under lockdown.

The Thread of God’s love
In 563 an Irish monk was forced to leave his homeland
because of a conflict that had led to a misuse of power and
even bloodshed. On Pentecost
Sunday he arrived on the
island of Iona off the north-west coast of Scotland with
twelve companions. There he began a new way of life, founded on Christ’s
mercy and forgiveness of the past, and so created one of the great centres
of faith and mission in the Christian Church. His name was Columba, and we
keep his feast day on 9th June.
His monastery on Iona started as a small cluster of wooden buildings with a
church and a guesthouse. Around were fields of crops and cattle and bees.
But under Columba’s guidance, it grew, and from Iona monks were sent into
Scotland as one arm of a missionary advance that reached down through
England to France and across Europe.
That outreach was an amazing achievement. But just as amazing was the
consolidation of monastic life on Iona that resulted two centuries later in the
Book of Kells. This text of the four Gospels was begun by scribes and artists
in the library of Iona. It grew into one of the masterpieces of Celtic art that
was taken to Kells in Ireland to escape the Viking invaders who ravaged the
island.

Along with the text of the Gospels, there are illustrations of Jesus, Mary and
the four evangelists, together with decorations at once intricate and fantastic:
patterns that interweave and interlace across the page with an odd face here
and a weird creature there. The design is in brilliant detail, and you can
follow the lines as they weave in and out. This delight in patterns is evident
in lots of Celtic art.
It is good to imagine Columba on Iona meditating on the thread of God’s
grace woven into his life as he looked back to his years in Ireland and his
pilgrimage to Iona. It might have seemed at one glance a complicated
interweaving of events and experiences, and then perhaps as he looked
again, he would see God’s love threading its way through that history and
redeeming both it and him.
It is the same for us. As we look at our lives, they may seem complex and
involved patterns of events and circumstances taking us here and there. As
we ponder those patterns, then we can begin to see a thread woven into the
patterns that guides and leads us on. And as we stand back, all the patterns
and threads seem to make sense as we spot that guiding thread. Just as we
can stand back from the designs of this page and see God’s love spelling
out the name of Christ, our Lord.

5th June:

Pentecost – not a Ghost but a Gift

We used to call it Whitsun – ‘White Sunday’ because long ago
children marched to church in white on that day. No processions
nowadays, and we’ve even changed its name. It’s now ‘Pentecost’,
which is more accurate but needs explaining.
Pentecost marks a vital event in Christian history. It is celebrated
50 days after Easter. The year Jesus was crucified (which took
place at the Passover), the remnant of His followers, just 120 of
them, were together in an upper room in Jerusalem. They were
afraid to show their faces in case the authorities arrested them. But
on the day of Passover, they had an amazing collective
experience.
They described it in terms of wind and fire, a great surge of
spiritual energy and confidence. Afraid no longer, they burst out on
to the streets where crowds were gathering for the festival, led by
Peter they began to tell them about Jesus and His resurrection. As
they did so, although many of the people in the crowd were
foreigners who spoke other languages, everyone heard them in
their own tongue. Peter told them that what they were seeing was
the fulfilment of an old prophecy when God would pour out His
Spirit on the human race, men and women, young and old.
As a result of His words and the extraordinary spectacle, 3,000
people believed and were baptised in the name of Jesus. They
were the nucleus of what in 100 years would be a Church that
would turn history upside down. For Christians Pentecost is in
effect the birthday of the Church.
Many people find the whole idea of the Holy Spirit mysterious and
elusive. It wasn’t helped by the earlier title ‘Holy Ghost’. The spirit
is not spiritually a ‘ghost’ but a precious gift.

Your Servant Elizabeth

Come Holy Ghost

Gracious God, we give You
thanks
for the reign of Your servant Elizabeth our Queen,
and for the example of loving and
faithful service
which she has shown among us.
Help us to follow her example of
dedication
and to commit our lives to You
and to one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire
And lighten with celestial fire;
Thou the anointing Spirit art,
Who dost Thy sevenfold gifts impart.

O Lord, the Way, the Truth, and
the Life,
we give You thanks for Your
servant Elizabeth our Queen.
May she ever be provided with all
she may need
for her ministry among us,
strengthened to meet every demand
which her office may make,
and in all things nourished by
Your word and example,
who with the Father and the Holy
Spirit live and reign,
world without end.
Amen.

Thy blessed unction from above
Is comfort, life, and fire of love;
Enable with perpetual light
The dullness of our blinded sight.
Anoint and cheer our soiled face
With the abundance of Thy grace;
Keep far our foes; give peace at
home:
Where thou art guide no ill can
come.
Teach us to know the Father, Son,
And Thee of both, to be but One,
That through the ages all along
This may be our endless song,
Praise to Thine eternal merit,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Anonymous prayer, 9th century,
translated by John Cosin

Help, my kids just asked me a science question!
Why aren’t dinosaurs in the Bible?
The Bible wasn’t written to list all the animals on earth or tell us about science. It was written a
long time before people started to use science to learn about the world.
When the Bible was written, people didn’t even have a word for dinosaurs yet! But it’s not just dinosaurs that aren’t mentioned in the Bible, it doesn’t talk about armadillos, kangaroos, sabretoothed cats or penguins either!
That doesn’t mean that the Bible is out of date or wrong, or that these animals aren’t important.
Rather than teaching us science, many Christians believe that the Bible was written to tell people
about God, how much He loves them, and all the amazing things He has done.
The Bible says that God made everything, and loves everything He made, so that includes dinosaurs. It also encourages people to explore and find out all about the wonderful things it says God
has made. Science is a part of this exploration.
Did God make the dinosaurs?
The Bible (the holy book that Christians read) says that God made everything. All the stars, the
Earth and all the amazing plants and animals that have ever lived here. So yes, most Christians
believe that God made the dinosaurs!
The Bible also teaches that God loves it when people explore His creation, and science is a great
way of doing that. So, for many Christians, science is one of the fun things we can use to learn all
about how God made everything, including all of the dinosaurs!
Were humans and dinosaurs ever living on earth at the same time?
Yes! But probably not the kind of dinosaur you’re thinking of! Most of the dinosaurs died out a
very, very long time ago, way before humans first lived. But some of the smaller, feathery dinosaurs survived and over a long time they have evolved into the animals we call birds.
So, from chickens and robins to penguins and ostriches, there are dinosaurs living all over our
world today!
These questions and answers are taken from The Faraday
Kids website (www.faradaykids.com). For even more
science-faith Q&A's, check out 101 Great Big Questions
About God and Science, Edited by L Henderson & S Bryant
(Lion, 2022)

Diary/Noticeboard:

Chadwell Heath + Heath & Havering Group of Churches

Foodbank: Thank you for your continued
support. We are short of cereals, milk,
tinned fruit, sweets, ketchup & pet food.
We are very grateful to receive any
non-perishable food items, as well as
general items e.g. washing powder/liquid,
washing up liquid, tin openers – plus all
important
personal/
female/toiletries
including soap, toothbrushes
& toothpaste/toilet rolls &
baby nappies, sizes 5/6.

Happy Birthday’s in June

Richard Lemour 24th

WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES
Foodbank, Tuesday &
Thursday 10:00am - 12
noon.
Web site: http://www.heathandhaveringurc.co.uk/
chadwellheath.html
Chadwell Heath URC is part of the Heath and
Havering Group

Please send any news, information or an article
for the Heath to Dianne Crisp.
Email Dianne.crisp@ntlworld.com The deadline is
Monday 27th June for the July/August issue.
Thank you

