scatters the frost like ashes 5‘: 147:16
January 2026



Dear friends,

January is always a time of transition. Whether it is putting the Christmas
decorations back in the attic, starting out on that new diet, or getting

ready for the winter term of classes, things certainly
feel different to what they did just a few weeks ago. ()
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For our Churches, one of those transitions each January is inducting and
ordaining Elders - both those who are just joining the Eldership and those
who continue in post. We also celebrate the service and dedication of
those who are stepping away for a time of sabbath.

Our Church Elders form the backbone of our congregations, and the truth
is that we couldn’t function without them. And while we might lift them
up and recognize them once a year at their induction, they certainly
deserve our ongoing recognition and support for the work they do year-
round.

While that support could certainly be in the form of prayers and
encouragement, there are also other ways you can get involved. Serving
as an Elder takes a lot of time, and most of our Elders shoulder multiple
responsibilities in our Churches as well as being involved in our larger
communities in other ways. The Elders” workload won’t get any lighter in
2026, as new projects, continuing initiatives, and a renewed focus on
Church growth will demand more of their time and energy.

And so, I want to encourage all of us to make a New Year’s Resolution
together this year. When the time comes (remember I said that this is
going to be a busy year) that our Elders ask for help on a project or event,
let’s all commit to help out in whatever way we can.One of the side effects
of growing and active Churches is the pressure it puts on its top
leadership to balance a number of important issues within the Church in a
healthy way - and that’s not a job that can be done by just a handful of
people.



Together, we are the Body of Christ. We often talk about that
concept on a global or national level, but it’s also true here in
the local Church. Together, we can make 2026 a landmark
year for Nelmes URC. I can’t wait for the ride!

New Year’s Blessings,
Brian

/ A Prayer for the New Year \

Dear Father, Lord of all time, here we are! Another New Year!

So many mixed emotions for different people, for different reasons.
For some, the reluctance to leave a year which brought joy and
happiness; for some the relief of leaving behind a difficult year; for
some, sadness at moving into a year where a loved one has never
been; for some, apprehension and insecurity about what might lie
ahead in this world of polarisation, conflict and confusion about what
is true.

Lord, help us to take time at the start of 2026 to refocus our hearts,
minds and spirits — to tune into you, our un-changing God. Help us to
be calmed and encouraged by the promise of Jesus that He is the Way,
the Truth and the Life. The safe Way. The ultimate Truth. The Life,
your gift, to be with you for all eternity.

You promised never to leave us or forsake us. When we put our trust

in you, through what Jesus did on the cross, we are secure, we are
accompanied, no matter what the New Year brings.

We can go forward, safely. Thank you, in Jesus’ name, Amen..
Daphne Kitching




News of Friends

I hope you all had an enjoyable and peaceful Christmas.

The Church received greetings cards from Martin & Helen
Wheadon, Gillian & Colin Standfield and the Residents' Association.
Barry keeps in touch with May and she also sent a card expressing best

wishes to everyone at Nelmes.

It's always an emotional time when many of our friends would have been
missing loved ones no longer with us and others whose health and
mobility difficulties restrict festivity participation. Know that the Elders
regularly pray for you individually by name.

We appreciate that many of our friends cope with great difficulties every
day. Owen gets understandably frustrated that he isn’t able to attend
worship very often and Jean has to rely on her Carer coming early enough
on Sunday mornings. Barbara S continues to manage the after-effects of
her cancer treatment. Eva’s back problem and Pauline and Magdalen’s
painful joints must be very debilitating.

Keith and I had a lovely catch-up time with Hazel when we popped in for
a cup of coffee. We were pleased to find her cheerful despite being mostly
confined to her armchair.

Rita & Peter’s grandson, Oliver, is back home whilst he recovers from his
recent foot operation. Peter will totally understand Oliver's predicament
as he himself still continues to experience foot pain.

Pat’s knee replacement was healing well but she had a slight-set back after
moving awkwardly. It was good to see her at the Christmas Eve “Carols
by Candlelight" and we hope she’ll soon be able to join us regularly on
Sunday mornings.

It was nice to hear about some of the pre-Christmas activities involving
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our younger friends: Brian & Karen’s daughter, Anna,
received a music award at school and recited a poem at
Prize Giving; Olivia and her family found some sun when

they went abroad for a few days; Emily’s birthday
coincided with her mother’s 70 birthday party so there were two very
impressive cakes.

Now it just falls upon me to wish everyone a Happy New Year and all the
very best for 2026.
Jill Hilton

Alan Acott
16 September 1932 — 7 November 2025

It was with great sadness that we received news of Alan's death following
a period of declining health, hospital treatment and moving to a Care
Home. That time has now passed and we can share in his firm faith that
he is now part of that Kingdom where pain and suffering are no more.
Our thoughts and prayers continue go out to Stella, Caroline, Graeme and
other members of the family at this time of mourning.

A large congregation gathered at Nelmes on Thursday 4 December for
the Funeral and Memorial Service led by Revd Brian Buschkill. The
hymns: "Dear Lord and Father of mankind", "Will your anchor hold" and
"O love that wilt not let me go" were all favourites of Alan. Revd Martin
Wheadon read three brief passages from the New Testament. He went on
to express his gratitude for Alan's support and encouragement during his
call and training for the Ministry.

Caroline Haley spoke about her father's early life. He was born in Ilford
and his Primary Education was mainly at William Torbitt School,
Newbury Park but also included some time at a school in Paignton when
the family were evacuated at the start of WW2. Later, Alan passed the
“11+" exam and attended a Grammar School in Walthamstow.



In 1944, aged 12, Alan joined the 8t West Essex Boys Brigade Company,
based at Seven Kings Congregational Church. The Boys Brigade was a
constant in his life; he made some lifelong friends and went on to hold
Battalion Offices of Secretary and Treasurer. It was most appropriate that
the congregation filed past a BB flag when they entered and left our
church.

In 1948 Alan started work as a traffic officer for the Port of London
Authority. Apart from an enforced two-year break, for his National
Service in Korea, he remained working for the PLA until he took
severance at 50.

During those years, he met Stella through the Normead Youth Club (of
Seven Kings Church). They married in March 1959 and settled in Rush
Green, where Caroline and Graeme were born. In 1969 the family moved
to Hornchurch where Alan & Stella became Members of Hornchurch
Congregational Church and they have worshipped here ever since. Alan
soon became a Church Deacon and in 1972 he was elected to be an Elder
of Nelmes Church within the newly formed URC.

Alan was a listener, not a talker; he was always interested in others and
what they were doing. As a Deacon or Elder, he visited and offered
support to friends, neighbours and Church Members when they were in
hospital or unwell at home. He supported many charities to help those
who were less fortunate.

After retiring from the PLA in 1982, Alan began to look for a new job.
Through an early minister of Nelmes URC (Revd Norman Clarke) he
took an administrative post at the Council for World Mission. and worked
there for 15 years. His final years of employment were as a bursar for the
Abbeyfields Care Homes organisation.

Alan was proud of his family and supported the achievements of both
Caroline and Graeme in their chosen careers. He loved his two
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granddaughters and had endless patience with them when they were
little. Years later, he attended Emma's Commissioning Parade and
Rachael's University Graduation. He saw them grow and develop into
successful hard-working women and was fortunate to be able to attend
both of their weddings. In 2023, he welcomed his great granddaughter,
Charlotte, into the fold.

Both Caroline and Graeme shared memories of family life with Alan: his
love of party games, his DIY exploits, his allotment, his favourite TV and
radio programmes. He would spend hours reading newspapers and then
covering the pages with initials, dates comments and scribbles. Whenever
the family met up, there would be an envelope with his newspaper
cuttings inside that he thought would be useful or interesting. "He had
the tiniest handwriting ever and we always joked he could write the entire
Lord's Prayer on a pinhead.” Amazingly, he never had to wear reading
glasses in all his 93 years.

One of Alan & Stella's greatest joys in retirement was going on cruises.
From their first Voyage in 2006, until their last in July of this year, they
travelled all over the world. Until he reached 90, Alan led a largely
healthy life. As his health started to decline he wanted to remain at home
for as long as he could. Stella fulfilled that wish by caring for him with
loyalty, dedication and incredible patience until a couple of months ago.
They were married for more than 66%2 years, an incredible achievement.

Caroline expressed the feelings of us all as she said, “You have
left a hole in all our hearts, Dad, but as a family we are
thankful that you have been able to share numerous special
times and leave us with many happy memories.” Alan's whole
life was true to the Boys Brigade motto: ”Sure and Steadfast”.

4 Jan
5 Jan
8 Jan

John 13 Jan
Matthew 29 Jan




200 Years of the Menai Suspension Bridge

If you have ever gone to Anglesey, chances are that you used the Menai
Suspension Bridge (Pont y Borth, in Welsh). A lot of people do - an
average of 13,300 vehicles per day make the crossing.

The bridge celebrates its bi-centenery this month, having been formally
opened on 30 January 1826, to link Anglesey (Ynys Mon) to mainland
Wales (Gogledd Cymru).

= The bridge is
special — it is the
world’s first ever
major suspension
bridge, with a
176-metre  span.
Designed by
Thomas Telford,
it took seven
7 years to build
e i = and has been a
huge success. It made the crossing safer (unt1l then famers had had to
swim their livestock across the strait), and it also made the crossing more
dependable and quicker for everyone, cutting hours off the trip from
London to Holyhead (part of the main route between the capitals of
England and Ireland).
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The bridge has changed a bit over 200 years — the original wrought-iron
chains were replaced with high-tensile steel chains in 1940, the bridge was
reconstructed after a fire in 1970, and in 1998 it was brought under the
management of UK Highways A55 Ltd. It is still a much loved and critical
road bridge for Anglesey, and there will be warm celebrations for it this
month. To put the history of the bridge into perspective: it was built
nearly 25 years before Big Ben (in 1859) and more than 60 years before the
Eiffel Tower (in 1889).



Burns Night

Each year, on 25 January, people gather to
celebrate the life and legacy of Scotland’s National

Bard, Robert Burns. Burns Night is wusually a
combination of haggis, neeps, tatties, and warming
‘drams’, accompanied by recitals of some of Robert Burns” famous work.
The poet was born in 1759 and died only 37 years later, in 1796 but his life
and writing certainly left a rich inheritance behind.

Here are some interesting facts:

e After Queen Victoria and Christopher Columbus, Robert Burns has
more statues dedicated to him around the world than any other non-
religious figure.

* American music legend Bob Dylan said that his greatest-ever source of
inspiration was Burns' A Red, Red Rose

¢ ].D. Salinger’s 1951 novel 'The Catcher in the Rye' based its title on the
Robert Burns poem, 'Comin’ Thro” the Rye'.

¢ Auld Lang Syne is a song of friendship in China. Known as You Yi Di Jiu
Tian Chang — or Friendship Forever and Ever — the song is played at
graduations and other formal gatherings.

¢ 'Is There For Honest Poverty' (also known as 'A Man’s a Man for a’
That') was chosen to open the new Scottish Parliament in 1999 due to its
themes of equality and universal brotherhood.

¢ 'Auld Lang Syne' is recognised by the Guinness Book of World Records
as one of the top three most popular songs in the entire English language.

* Burns fathered at least 12 children during his short lifetime. His
youngest son, Maxwell, was born on the day of Burns' funeral.
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/7444@ Church Offerings )
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We are most grateful to all who have continued to support our Church.
In December we received £1,302.75 in offerings and donations.

Cash Offerings made on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, along with
other donations, already amount to £313.50 so it looks like our
Christmas Appeal in support of Crisis is heading for a good total.

Friends may still support our Appeal by making a bank
transfer or writing a cheque. Donations are eligible for Gift
Aid which will be forwarded to the charity at a later date.
Please use one of these methods:

e Make an online bank transfer to "Nelmes URC", sort code 40-52-40,
account number 00025856. Use "Xmas" as a reference with "+ GA" if
you wish us to claim Gift Aid.

* Issue a cheque payable to "Nelmes URC" writing "Xmas" on the back
with "+ GA" if you wish us to claim Gift Aid. Put your cheque in the

@rch offertory or post it to our Treasurer. /
Sunday Readings ...

4 Jan Jer 31:7-14 Jn 1:10-18 Eph 1:3-14

11Jan  Is42:1-9 Mt 3:13-17 Eph 3:1-12

18 Jan Is 49:1-4 Jn 1:24-42 1Cor1:1-12 [~
25Jan  Is9:14 Mt 4:12-23 1 Cor 1:10-18 ,/ |
1 Feb Mic 6:1-8 Mt 5:1-12 1 Cor 1:18-31 |

This month'’s worship leaders ...

Brian Buschkill is a minister within the Heath, Havering & Forest Group.
Martin Wheadon is a retired URC minister.

Barry Smith is an Elder of our Church.

Items for February Nelmes News need to be submitted by 23 January.
Publication date: 1 February.
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Make a note in your diary
Jan 4 11.15am Morning Worship: Mr Barry Smith
followed by tea or coffee
M 5 7.00 pm Blue Sky Mondays
Tu 6 945am  Tuesday Prayers @
zoom
11 11.15am Morning Worship: Revd Brian Buschkill %
M 12 7.00 pm Blue Sky Mondays
W 14 530pm Evening Communion Service at Nelmes

Sat17 1.00 pm Hé&H Elders' Training at Nelmes (until 5.00 pm)

18 11.15am Morning Worship: Revd Martin Wheadon
M 19 7.00 pm Blue Sky Mondays
W 21 930am Cuppa with the Minister: | ] Moon's, Hornchurch @
730 pm  Elders' Meeting '
Th 22 9.30am Cuppa with the Minister: Costa Coffee, Upminster

25 11.15am Worship with Communion: Revd Brian Buschkill
followed by Church AGM M
M 26 7.00 pm Blue Sky Monday
Feb 1 11.15am Morning Worship: Michaela Lawrence

M 2 7.00pm Blue Sky Mondays
Tu 3 945am Tuesday Prayers Q@

zo00m

8 11.15am Morning Worship: Mrs Claire Bottone
M 9 7.00 pm Blue Sky Mondays
W 11 530pm Evening Communion Service at Nelmes

15 11.15am Morning Worship: Revd Brian Buschkill

M 16 7.00 pm Blue Sky Mondays

. .. , CUPPA

W 18 9.30am Cuppa with the Minister: | | Moon’s, Hornchurch
730 pm  Elders' Meeting Q@ &

zoom

Contact the Church Secretary for zoom details



Minister

Secretary

Treasurer &

Nelmes United Reformed Church
Nelmes Road, Hornchurch RM11 3JA

Revd Brian Buschkill

216 Corbets Tey Road, Upminster, RM14 2BL  (01708) 784701
buschkill@gmail.com
Mrs Jill Hilton
18 Cranbourne Gardens,Upminster, RM14 2YT (01708) 221266
nelmes.urc.sec@gmail.com
Mr John Hawkins

News Editor 9B Osborne Road, Hornchurch, RM11 1EX (01708) 471407
nelmes.urc.treasurer@gmail.com
Hall Booking  Mrs Barbara Morgan
Secretary 34 The Drive, Harold Wood, RM3 0DX (01708) 920637
barbara-morgan1@sky.com
/ Sunday Worship \

Communion Service on the 4t Sunday of each month

\ 7.00 pm: A quiet hour to spend time with the Lord /

Morning Worship for all ages at 11.15 am.

Blue Sky Mondays

Activities in the Halls

Nelmes Pre-School School-days  08:00 - 15:00
Indian Dance Monday  17:00 - 19:00
Jump Fit Tuesday  19:00 - 20:00
Nelmes Womens Institute 2nd Wednesday  12:30 - 16:30
EP & AG Residents Association 1st Thursday ~ 20:00 - 22:30
Beavers, Cubs & Scouts Friday  16:30 - 21:30
Woodcarvers' Group 2nd Saturday  10:30 - 14:30

Nelmes URC is part of the Heath, Havering & Forest group of Churches

www.heathandhaveringurc.co.uk





