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Minister’s Letter

Dear friends,

| recently spent a week in
Prague at the Annual Ministers
Conference of the Evangelical
Church of Czech Brethren. The
visit was the result of a
long-term partnership
between the Czech church and
the URC...particularly our own
Thames North Synod.
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It was an amazing triﬁ. | met
lots of great people, had some
wonderful local cuisine, and
walked many miles throu?h
the meandering streets o
Pra?ue’s Old Town. The
conference was exceptional
with brilliant speakers and
interesting and engaging
topics. It really was an
amazing week, and | look
forward to welcoming our
guests from Czechia who
will be attending our Spring
School in April.

As | reflect on that experience,
what stands out to me most is
the gift of new and different
perspectives that it offered

to me. | think it goes without
saying that all of us are shaped
by the places we live, and the
people and events that
surround us during our lives.
But, sometimes, it can be hard
to fully appreciate the extent
to which those shape our

behaviour, our worldview, and
even our faith.

| had some similar insights
after moving to the UK. The
lingering influence of the
experiences of WWII, for
example, continue to shape
life and policy in this country
in far more significant ways
than they doin, say, the Untied
States. In Prague, it is the
experience of Communist
occupation for decades
foIIowinP the war that shapes
their collective experiences in
ways large and small.

During the conference, |
became aware that a sizable
number of the ministers in the
room had led churches during
the occupation. How different
that experience must have
been...and how unlike my
own experience.




It was a reminder to me of the
importance of always
considering the situation,
experience, and perspective
of others, when we engage
with them, especially those
we may not always agree with.
Jesus often displayed this sort
of sensitivity as he tailored his
teachings to the situations that
people were experiencing at
that moment. He would often
say “you have heard it said...”
regarding a certain law or
commandment, “but | say to
you...”and offer a clarification
or extension on the previous
teaching as a way of helping
people to understand the
purpose and importance of
those spiritual laws. Jesus took
into account the perspective
of his audience, and structured
his teaching in a way that was

most helpful for them.

As we consider ways in which
we can share the gospel with
those who need to hear it, we
will be well served to take a
few moments and try to
appreciate the viewpoint and
perspective of the \oerson we
are speaking with. It’s a sign
of respect, compassion, and

enuine caring...attributes
that are sorely lacking in much
of the public discourse in our
nation and around the world.
In doing so, we are
demonstrating the love of God
to people who may not have
experienced it before...what a
way to spread the Good News
of Jesus!

Blessings,
Brian

Growth Prayer

God of Mission

Who alone brings growth to your Church,

Send your Holy Spirit to give:
Vision to our planning,
Wisdom to our actions,

Joy to our worship,

and power to our witness.

Help our Church to grow in numbers,

In spiritual commitment to you,

And in service to our local community.

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen



Prayers for March

Little Haven Children’s Hospice
S.M.L.L.E
Survivors of abuse.

Communion Offertorg
March: Little Havens Children’s Hospice
April: Bromley-by-Bow Centre

Advance Notices

Charity Lunch

Sunday 8th March from 12 midday. Prior to the Lunch there will
be a presentation from S.M.I.L.E.

A quiz and a raffle in aid of the Charity, will be held in the
Commemoration Hall. Tickets will be on sale from Sunday 15th
February, at the cost of £15 each, in aid of S.M.IL.E, from Pam
Addis and Sonia Gould. There is also a choice of menu.

Heath and Havering Communion
Evening Communion at Nelmes URC - March 11th, 5.30pm

Craft and Coffee Sale
Saturday 14th March, from 10 to 12 midday, in aid of S.M.I.L.E

Cuppa With The Minister
Thursday 26th March, 9:30-11am
Thursday 16th April, 9:30-11am
Thursday 28th May, 9:30-11am
Thursday 25th June, 9:30-11am
Thursday 23rd July, 9:30-11am

Foodbank- Please continue to donate items of food for the
Harold Hill foodbank. The box is in the South porch.

Used stamps -will be donated to the Heart Foundation
Hornchurch as RNIB no longer receive them. The box for
collection is in the South porch.



Heath & Havering Churches

i Chadwell Heath URC
United - Nelmhes U‘R‘L:
Reformed Trinity (Upminster) URC
Church Western Road URC

Lenten 2026 Bible Study

Abraham’s Family Grows:
Genesis 23-38

All sessions to be held on Tuesday mornings at 9:45 am in Roope Hall, Trinity URC
(Sessions will be recorded and posted on our YouTube channel:
search "heath and havering urc”)

3 March—Issac & Rebekah
Read: Genesis 23-26

10 March—Sibling Troubles
Read: Genesis 27-30

17 March—Jacob on the run
Read: Genesis 31-34

24 March—Jacob and his family
Read: Genesis 35-38

If you have any news or something interesting to share, email an
article to handhurc@gmail.com
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Are you in need of some

TLC

Trinity Leisure Club

Join us for tea, biscuits
and indoor games.
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Find us in the Roope Hall
Trinity Church, Upminster

1-3 pm

Every Thursday

Trinity Leisure Club (affectionately known as TLC) meets every

Thursday from 1pm until 3pm in the Roope Hall and everyone is
welcome.

We play board and card games and enjoy a chat over a hot drink
and biscuits or sometimes even cake! Some people bring their
knitting but, Whatever%/our preference, it’s a fun afternoon

in pleasant company. At only £1 per session (proceeds to the
church and charity) it’s an inexpensive afternoon out.

Why not give us a try or bring some friends and get some TLC!
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Alison Davis’ Induction

On Saturday 14th February, a
small contingent from

Trinity URC made the trip to
the picturesque market town
of St. Ives to show our
sulpport for Alison in her new
role as Minister for St. Ilves Free
Church, Fenstanton URC and
St. Neots URC. The service was
held at St. Ives Free Church
(pictured), a building dating
back to 1864 but with many
modern additions, such as
glass entrance doors and a lift
to help everyone access the
main worship space on the
first floor.

The service also included the
Inauguration of the
Mid-Cambridgeshire Mission
Partnership. Alison’s three
churches are now joined with
four others as a means of
strengthening

relationships amongst the
individual churches and
sharing resources. This new
Partnership has been quite a
few years in the making, and
the joy of it's official formation
was clear to see in the faces of
everyone involved. Alison

will also be chairing the
Steering Group for this

area’s Partnership.

Reverend Lythan Nevard
(another Western Road alum!)
acted as the presiding

minister, while our own
Reverend Brian Buschkill gave
a lovely sermon, encouraging
the local con?regations to
help Alison along her way. It
shouldn't be too difficult- she
already seems to have settled
in, and even won their recent
bowling match!

After the service, we were
treated to a generous
heldpmg of sandwiches, cakes
and hot drinks in their cafe
Tookey’s (named after one
of the'church’s early leaders).
During the week, part-time
staff and volunteers work
together to provide
reasonably priced meals,
snacks and drinks to the
local community.

We all wish Alison the very
best for this next chapterin
her ministry.




Easter Cross on the
ChurchLawn

As in previous years we will be
decorating the church for
Easter and having the cross on
the church lawn.

In the last few years people have
found it easier to give a donation
towards the flowers we purchase
to decorate the church and the
cross on the lawn. With this in
mind, there will be a collection
box in the church for donations
for the Easter flower from the 1st
March 2026, alternatively you
can give donations directly to
Sonia or Linda.
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CUPPA

WITH THE

MINISTER
L

Our minister, Brian, will be spending some of his office time in
our local cafes and coffee shops in the coming months. You
are welcome to stop by to say ‘hello,” stay for a chat, or just

share some light conversation over a refreshing beverage.

All sessions will take place from 9:30 to 11 am

Upminster
4™ Thursday of the month
(*with exceptions)
Costa Coffee (across from church)

*22 January
26 February
26 March
*16 April
28 May
25 June
23 July



Second
SATURDAYN\Q

at Trinity URC
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Come to our monthly coffee mornings

between 10 am and 12 pm. Coffee, teq,

orange squash and a variety of cakes
and biscuits available.
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Books, jigsow puzzles, handmade
items, bric-a-brac, toys etc for sale. W
Stalls either outside or inside —/
depending on the weather.
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On the SECOND Saturday of the
month from 10 am until noon at
Trinity United Reformed Church.



Sunday Services

March

Tst ~ Communion Rev Brian Buschkill

8th  All Age Worship Rev Brian Buschkill
15th Paul Timbrell

22nd Mark Lewis

29th 11am Joint H and H service at

Western Road Romford,
service at 11am.
No service at Trinity.

All services start at 9:30am unless otherwise stated.

Please send in all articles for the April issue of The
Messenger to handhurc@gmail.com by Wednesday 18th
March. Any late articles will be kept for the following month.
Thank you.

Trinity URC, 29 Station Rd, Upminster RM14 2SJ
www.heathandhaveringurc.co.uk
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