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Dear friends,

Over the last couple of years (but specifically over these last few months)
the rise of far-right political parties and hate groups have dominated the
news cycle here in the UK. It's easy to see why these groups seem
attractive to so many people: they work hard to de-humanize their
opponents, labelling them as members of convenient groups, and then
target their hatred and threats against these generic groups of people. It’s

much easier to hate someone when they are simply “an immigrant,
foreigner,” or a “Muslim” or a “Jew.”

This tactic is astonishingly successful, and far-right political parties like
Reform are using it to fuel their rise in the polls. Regardless of your
political persuasion, the prevalence of these groups should be alarming to
us as Christians. Unfortunately, our collective Christian history is not
always a proud one when it comes to matters like this. Our forefathers in
the faith waged crusades against the Muslims, were complicit in the
expulsion of Jews from England in the 13th Century, and fought countless
bloody wars as Protestants and Catholics.

So how do we respond...and how do we keep from falling into the same
trap today that has captured others throughout history?

We need to remember is that God is love. That ethos should underlie our
entire world view. God has created us out of love, in order to love God
and to love each other. And the most challenging bit of that? There are not
any exceptions. [—

Consider these words from 1 John 4:19-21 (NIV): @

We love because [God] first loved us. Whoever claims to love God yet
hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their
brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom
they have not seen. And he has given us this command: Anyone who
loves God must also love their brother and sister.
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Retired Methodist Bishop Peter Storey talks about one of the methods he
used with his congregations at the height of the campaign to end
apartheid in South Africa. He taught his people to pray for their enemies
by name. It’s a simple thing to do, but it has a profound effect. It turns out
that if you pray for someone by their name, it causes you to see the other
person as an individual —a fellow beloved child of God —and not simply a
faceless member of a larger group.

The coming political season is going to be difficult and fraught with
anger, fear, and distrust. But, if we are prepared to rely on our faith to
guide our actions and conversations, we can be positive forces for change
in our families, our places of work and leisure, and anywhere else we find
ourselves.

Blessings on the journey,
Brian

/ A Prayer for November \

Heavenly Father,

Here we are in November — the month of short, dark days. A dreary,
difficult month, unless you have a birthday! Lord, it seems as if the
world in permanently in November at the moment. So much is so
difficult for so many people, through no fault of their own. And it
seems to go on and on.

Lord, would You bring your healing light into the world’s darkness.
Bring transformation, compassion and a softening into the hearts of
those with responsibility for the conflict and the suffering, that they
might work for peace for all people. We know that nothing is
impossible for you, Lord, so we pray in faith — and in the name of

Daphne Kitchiry

Jesus.
Amen.




News of Friends

Peter and I returned from a touring holiday of Eastern America,
where the Autumnal trees formed a spectacular frame for the picturesque
National Parks, to hear the sorry news that Alan was in Queen’s Hospital.
He was admitted after a couple of falls and then expericenced kidney
problems. He is now in being looked after in Beech Court Care Home. We
send him, and Stella, our very best wishes and prayers at this difficult
time for them both.

Barbara S has managed her chemo treatment well so far and we pray this
continues. Congratulations to both Barbara & Ian for achieving their
Diamond Wedding Anniversary
y Two more valued friends are also due to celebrate a special
Q )| anniversary. Congratulations to Keith & Pauline on their
S Golden Wedding on 8 November.

Jean’s grandson Oliver is staying with her for a while during his time in
England. I'm not sure who will be spoiling who.

The Elders heard some more good news at their recent meeting when we
heard of the safe delivery of baby Jack to Bethany & Paul (John's nephew).
We thank God for the healthy new member of John’s family who is named
after his paternal great-grandfather.

We continue to sorely miss seeing several Members at Sunday worship,
fully aware that ill health, lack of mobility and distance are the cause.
Prayers go to Don, Eva, Hazel, Owen and May. Please know that you are
never forgotten.

Jill Hilton
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%ﬁp News from the Scouts

On the weekend of 17-19 October the Scouts took part in Jota-Joti 2025, an
Internet Jamboree with the theme of 'A World Shaped by Youth'. This
annual event started on Amateur Radio but nowadays is largely on the
internet. Our Scouts started internet participation during their Friday
evening meeting.
Congratulations to Senior Patrol Leader Henry Qui who has achieved a
Jack Petchey Award.

lan Sanderson

For how many minutes can you concentrate?

Most of us can watch television for only about 15 minutes, @
or read a book for about 14 minutes, before we lose our s
concentration. Most of us blame our social media @
notifications as the reason.

A recent survey by Perspectus Global for Lingo by Abbott, found that
Instagram, Facebook, WhatsApp and message alerts were named as the
main culprits. Overall, it seems we can focus for only 11 minutes on a
virtual work call, or 13 minutes in a face-to-face meeting, or 12 minutes
writing a work email. We even seem to lose concentration at family
gatherings, after only 14 minutes. Overall, four in five of us say that we
get distracted easily, and that we lose our focus around 8 times each day.

What about you? Why not take up the challenge, and ‘time” your losses of
concentration for a day?

R

Morning

yThere are two kinds of people in the world. There are those who
wake up in the morning and say, "Good morning, Lord," and there are
those who wake up in the morning and say, "Good Lord, it's morning."
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/ Commitment for Life \

Many thanks to all who contributed to the

Commitment for Life Appeal. £580 had Comml men'l'
been donated by the end of October and f or Lif e

much of this will be increased by Gift Aid.

We will send CfL a total of £711.25 which *U.n,m S Global
includes Gift Aid reclaimed on donations ¥ 55~ Now %

Qade in 2024. /

M Church Offerings

We are most grateful to all who have continued to support our Church.
In October we received £1,388.50 in offerings and donations.

Sunday Readings ...

2Nov  Hab1:1-4;2:1-4 Lk 19:1-10 2 Thes 1:1-4, 11-12

9Nov  Hag21-529  Lk20:27-38 2 Thes 2:1-5, 13-17

16 Nov  Is 65:17-25 Lk 21:15-19 2 Thes 3:6-13

23Nov  Jer 23:1-6 Lk 23:33-43 Col 1:11-20 |
30 Nov Is2:1-5 Mt 24:36-44 Rom 13:11-14 | |

7Dec  1s11:1-10 Mt 3:1-12 Rom 15:4-13 S

This month’s worship leaders ...

Brian Buschkill is a minister within the Heath, Havering & Forest Group.
Chris Pearson is a Methodist local preacher on the Romford Circuit.
Barry Smith is an Elder of our Church.

Ann Woodhurst is a retired URC minister.

Items for December Nelmes News need to be
submitted by 23 November.
Publication date: 1 December.
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Nov2 11.15 am

M 3 7.00 pm
Tu 4 9.45am

9 10.45 am

M 10 7.00 pm
W 12 9.30am
5.30 pm

16 11.15 am
17 7.00 pm
19 9.30 am

7.30 pm

=<

23 11.15 am
M 24 7.00 pm

30 11.00 am

Dec1 7.00 pm
2 945 am

7 11.15 am
M 8 7.00 pm

14 11.15 am
M 15 7.00 pm
W 17 7.30 pm

21 11.15 am
M 22 7.00 pm

Make a note in your diary %

Morning Worship: Mr Barry Smith

followed by tea or coffee @
Blue Sky Mondays

Tuesday Prayers

zoom

Remembrance Sunday Worship: Mr Keith Finch
Blue Sky Mondays

Cuppa with the Minister: Costa Coffee, Upminster
Evening Communion Service at Nelmes i

Morning Worship: Mr Chris Pearson
Blue Sky Mondays cuppAa

Cuppa with the Minister: | | Moons, Hornchurch mINISTGR
Elders' Meeting Q

zoom

Worship with Communion: Revd Ann Woodhurst
Blue Sky Mondays

Heath & Havering Worship for Advent Sunday

at Upminster Trinity URC: Revd Brian Buschkill
Blue Sky Mondays
Tuesday Prayers ZQ

oom

Morning Worship: Revd Brian Buschkill
Blue Sky Mondays

Morning Worship: Mrs Claire Bottone
Blue Sky Mondays
Elders' Meeting @

zoom
Morning Worship: Mr Tim Banks
Blue Sky Mondays

Contact the Church Secretary for zoom details



Minister

Secretary

Treasurer &

Nelmes United Reformed Church
Nelmes Road, Hornchurch RM11 3JA

Revd Brian Buschkill

216 Corbets Tey Road, Upminster, RM14 2BL  (01708) 784701
buschkill@gmail.com
Mrs Jill Hilton
18 Cranbourne Gardens,Upminster, RM14 2YT (01708) 221266
nelmes.urc.sec@gmail.com
Mr John Hawkins

News Editor 9B Osborne Road, Hornchurch, RM11 1EX (01708) 471407
nelmes.urc.treasurer@gmail.com
Hall Booking  Mrs Barbara Morgan
Secretary 34 The Drive, Harold Wood, RM3 0DX (01708) 920637
barbara-morgan1@sky.com
/ Sunday Worship \

Communion Service on the 4t Sunday of each month

\ 7.00 pm: A quiet hour to spend time with the Lord /

Morning Worship for all ages at 11.15 am.

Blue Sky Mondays

Activities in the Halls

Nelmes Pre-School School-days  08:00 - 15:00
Indian Dance Monday  17:00 - 19:00
Jump Fit Tuesday  19:00 - 20:00
Nelmes Womens Institute 2nd Wednesday  12:30 - 16:30
EP & AG Residents Association 1st Thursday ~ 20:00 - 22:30
Beavers, Cubs & Scouts Friday  16:30 - 21:30
Woodcarvers' Group 2nd Saturday  10:30 - 14:30

Nelmes URC is part of the Heath, Havering & Forest group of Churches

www.heathandhaveringurc.co.uk





